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Grattan (1948; citad in Jchannes 1986) statds that the turtla was sac-a
in Sapoa, and no fisherman cculd retain it for his own privata cr faz:_l
use without.the permissicn of the local chief. An cffender would te

punished either bv a heavy fine cf fccds*u’fs or by banishment frem tize-

village for a short time. C,

. Sea turtles have always been considered a food delicacy, and the shell

of the hawksbill was cften made into jewellery, ccmbs and fishing hecks.
Tortoiseshell was also used in the head piece worn by a princess durinsc

important dance ceremcnies, In folklore, sea turtles are kelieved.tz. -
have the power to save fishermen who are lost at sea by brluglng thex t:

the shore (Tuatoc’o-Bartley, Morrell & Craig In Prass).

CCOK _ISLANDS -oc - -

- Williamscn (1933) describes that in many areas of Pclynesia the tuztl-

is a sacred animal, and when fcund st cu’d be taken to the hsad chis?] .-
scme cases it was regarded as a sin against the gods if this was nct
dcne. -

;.J,-,'""""‘?TU ~
©  Thompson (1940) states that in the Lau Islands, turtle is a delicacy

B

served only at important feasts feor high rank-ng perscns, angé is
censiderad the mecst chiefly fccd. The head of the turtle was fc*:e-lj
given only to the chief, but in accordance with Tcngan custom, tha za
is eaten instead and the priest raceives the heac.

O
"

In Lau, the sea turtle is protacted by special rules. Permissicn £z Zis:
for turtles must. ke granted ky the master fisherman of the chiefs’ pax<
(Thempson 1940) .

Anon. (13%71; cited in Guinea 1992) describes the legend of turtle
calling, which is still passed on from father to son among the Fi_l.a:
people of Kadavu. The story is set in the village of Namuana, whers a
princess lived. She was the wife of the village chief, and they haé a
daughter. One day when the women were fishing, tley went further cu:
than usual and did not notice the cance filled with fishermen
approaching them. The fishermen seized the women, ignoring their cries,
bound their hands and feet with vines, tossed them into the hold of the
cance and set off home. The gods of the sea were kind, however, and sccr
a great storm arose and the canoe was tossed about by the huge waves. as
the cance was foundering in the sea, the fishermen werxe surprlsed ts sas
that the women had suddenly changead into turtles and to save their cw=n
llves, the men threw them into the sea. As they slipped over the sida c2
the cance, the weather changed and there were no more waves. The
fishermen’ raturned home and the women remained as turtles, living on the
waters of the bay. It is their descendants today who rise when the
maidens of their own village sing to them from the cliffs. When the
women from Namuana village assamble on the rocks above the water and
sing a melodious chant, the giant turtles rise to lia on the surfaces in
order to listan to tha strange chanting.

Guinea (1992) states that on the island of Koro it is the men who cal
the turtles. -
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IRENCH POLYNEGIA ' B
Green turtles are considered a prized food to the native pecple of
French Polynesia. In anclent times turtles weras held "sacred for +il
(~qod¢" and were only eaten by kings, priests and marae (temple) ke
icons of turtles were associated with royalty, the supernatural and
afterworld. Patroglyphs of turtles as sacred symbols wers carved
certain boulders and limestone slabs incorporated into-the marae.
intarior of Bora Bora a boulder known as "ofai honu" (turtle stong]
contains many petroglyphs, and is believed to be the parent of tha i
island and its chiefs (Balazs, 'Siu & Landret In Press). \

Parsons (1962) states that at Pukapuka in the Tuamoto Group, the ta
. of a turtle calls for a public feast, for by island law it is the
property of everyone.

FEM ~ PEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA ‘ C
Matthews (1982) states that only royalty can kill turtles, and the ‘@
of the island must give permission for hunting to occur, or those _:
involved will be punished.

Traditional laws are still enforced in the FSM. Smith (1991) déscr
the laws passed by the chiefs ®f Lamotrek, Satawal, Elato, -Puluwat.
Pulusuk, Tamatam and Pulap in 1986.
Eilers (1936; cited  in Lessa 1933) states that when members of the @
Hamburg Sudsee-Expedition visited Ngulu atoll in 1909 they found
although there were many turtles, the eggs of all turtle species a
meat of the "genuine™ (green?) turtle were not to be eaten, and that
turtle catching was forbidden at certain times.-.This may have been
to the fact that chelonians are regarded as totems of descent group
McCov (1974) states an example £rom Satawal, where two clans have
turtles as tctems, and members of these clans as well as their spoy
have to observe special tabocs in addition to those of island-wide
applicaticn. One such taboo forbids any pregnant woman or her spouse
eat turtles. :

ilers (1935; cit=d in Lessa 1953) states that turtles are also

ssociated with gods. One example is in the Sonsorol Islands, where
is said that a god stands in the sea and watches over his sisters,
turtles, and he descends from heaven as soon as he sees one. Anothel's
god, his sister, is a turtle that formerly lived in a house, but s*~ &
demclished the building, and hex father chased her into the water .
she remains. She comes ashore only to lay eggs.

Safert (1519; cited in Lessa 1983) also describes that in Kosrae
turtle was the animal of Nosunsap, the greatest celestial deity, an
turtles that had been caught in the Nefalil district were first brou
to a certain tree, and were finally taken to the god’s taboo place.
cult of this god had eight priests, and for them the turtle was tab
Tt is also believed that green turtles were singed on their back wi
goconut leaves in order to chase away the spirits of fishing.

Falalop has a special obligation to deliver green turtles to Mogmogy
long ago the island of lLosiep defeated Mogmog in a war. In order to g
retaliate, tha people of Mogmog decided to giva the king’s daughter
the chief of Losiep. Sha axercised such high virtue and morality th
she put her husbhband to shame. Ha retaliated against his enemies by

overwhalming them with gifts of turtles. From that day on, he order
“hat any turtles caught by people under his juriasdiction must ba
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consiqn-d to Mogmcg (Lessa 1983).

In Ulithi thcro is a complex ritual associated with the killing of '
(“turtlos and the distribution of the meat and egygs. This act is antwinac
Jith the political systam (Laessa 1983).
Lassa (1983) statas that the peopla from Palalcp ars the main turs s
catchers, and when tiaey harvest turtles on those islands (Loslep, 72,
Bulubul; Gielap, Iar) they assembla them on the beach befcre sending
them to Mogmog bv cance. During the voyage a danci called the hamat:
is perfcocrmed by the men to the accompan-ment of scngs, while the wc~e~7
behind at the beach also dancs and sing the hamath. When the cances
. reach Mogmeog the men drag the turtles up to a plot of land called t:a
Rolong, the most hallowed spot in the atoll. Here, the king (from the
Lamathakn lineage) kills the turtles cne by one, cluktbing them or the
head with a stick from the Pemphis acidula tree. Before the ‘-lang,fti
king apolcgises to the god Icngolap for what he is about to do, ané
hopes that the spirit will not punish him. The second highest ranking
chief on the atoll (from the Lamrui lineage) also addresses a prayer ==
Iongolap. After the clubbing, a man chosen by the king frem his own
lineage slits the throat of each turtle and pulls cut the intestines.
- The reptiles are then hauled back to the nearby beach and rdasted. Ther
are then taken back tc the Rolong. The meat is then distributed, - -
(P beginning with the presentaticn of the head of the first turtie tz ==e
king, which is removed bv a man cf the king’s l*neage. Men frcm the
Lamathakh lineage kegin to caxve out meat on cne side of the tuztls,
while men from the Lamrui lineage compete against them bv carving en <=
other side of the turtle. The meat ad eggs kelonging to the two linszacs:
re placed in fcur receptacles. The front flippers ars given to the
pecrle of the islands cf Fais, Ngulu, Woleai and Yap. The hiné flirvers
go to a particular Ulithian lineage. As compensaticn for catching axé
delivering the turtles, the men from Falalop are g‘von equal perticns c:
meat and eggs. A mors formal gift is given to tre chiefs of the twc
highest ranking lineages cn Falalopr, which consists of the kiccd c¢Z Izsz
turtle, the cararace and scme of the forefliprers.

McCoy (1974) statas that one of the ocldest takecs decra2ed was that nc
turtle cculd be killed cn Satawal. All turtles caught on West Fawvue had
to be slaughtered on the island and the meat krought to Satawal. All
meat adhering to large bones had to be taken to Satawal uncocoked. Crca
the canoces reached Satawal, the edible meat was divided among the
_(: people. After the turtle had keen eaten, a man collectad mud and leavas
frem the tarc patch, p’aCL"g them with a taro leaf in the middle of tze
path. No-cne, after consuming turtle, could walk into the weeds or i
the direction of the tarc patch without first stepping on the mud. Thcss
men who helped pull the canoces ontoc the beach cculd not walk into the
taro patch without first stapping intec the basket containing the tars
patch mud.

Hawksbill turtles are alsc sighted around Satawal, but wera consicdaerad
sacred to the people on Satawal in pre-Christian days, and were nct
disturbed either on the beach or in the water. The shell provided many
items for the pecple such as fishing hooks and combs. All shell was thus
procured from other islands. Occasicnally people from cther islands
would harvest hawkshill on Satawal, but they were required to build a
small house on the beach away from the octher houses cn the island, and
thay were required to carry out their operations out of sight of loca
inhabitants (McCoy 1974).

Tobin at al. (1957) indicata that thera ware no special ragulations cr
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taboos reserving harvesting rights in Chuuk., Certdin parts of the ¢

would be offered to the chief on whose island or reef a turtle was

captured., This traditional offering consisted of the head, certain ms
(‘1tripl of flesh from the belly and the sexual parts. Il

In Yap, rights to turtle depended upon ownership of -£ishing grounds g
usually by high-ranking estates (tabinaw). Various rights were held
various estates; for example a fisherman finding a‘'turtle in his 2ig
waeir was obliged to present it to the owner of sea turtles. It is alg!
believed that burning the shell of the hawksbill turtle causes leprci
(Tobin et al. 1957). . ’ \ .

. On Ifaluk turtles are reserved for.the ranking Kovalu clan 4o whose B
chief belongs the prerogative of butchering and distributing turtle
(Tobin et al. 1957).

Tobin et al. (1957) states that in Ponape turtle meat was a favouritel
food to offer the Nammwarki (highest ranking individuals on the islan

a turtle or its eggs from a fisherZan who had not offered it to the
- person neglecting this custom may be exiled, have his house burned,
forced to make prolonged atonement feasts to the Nammwarki, -or even
killed.
Hijikxata (1941; citéd in Johannes 1986) indicates that at Satawal
island, people whe-even touched green turtles which were caught at
island were confined for a specified time to the village and the "\
seashore. Pots, knives, baskets and dishes which had touched the tur:l
were alsc taboo and had to be placed where people would not come in
contact with them. Green turtles caught at other islands were not .
subject to these taboos as long as they wers brought back to Satawal
alive. The fishermen were not permitted to "shed blood in the sea". §
green turtle 1is taboo to pregnant women, women who had given birth 2
vears before, and babies (until they could walk). Hijikata (1941; cite
in Jchannes 19856) also stata2s that pecple catching turtles on Pikelof
and West Fayu offer a prayer +to the god of the island.

GUAM
No informa<ticn is available.

KIRISATT , . :
According to the Gilbertese version of creation (Sabatier 1577, cited
Onorio 1579), "Te Tabakea™ the turtle was the ancestor and the first
beings in connection with Banaba. Tabakea was buried beneath Banaba
during the creation, hence the general hump shape of the island.

Turtles are considered as one of the totem creatures worshipped by
groups "Teborauea and Tabakea". No member of a sibling may eat the tot
reature worshiped. The creature is held to be flesh of his flesh. Iig
also avoided by pregnant women, nursing mothers and adults at time ©
war, as it is suppcsed to cause cowardice on account of its crawling™s
habit (Onorio 1975).

Hadley (1857; ci%ed in Zann 1985) statad that on Aroraae island turtl
could only be eazen by priests. Grimble (1933; citad in 2Zann 1985)

statad that turtles were regarded as cowardly animals in the Gilbert
Islands and wera thaerefore nevar .eazan in times of war and crisis. T
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were also taboo to pragnént women, lest thelr cowardly ways affact tis
unborn child. :

(~4rinb1¢ (1933; citad in Zann 19853) lists many prohibitions of the I-

" Jiribati pertaining to clan totams. Turtlas wars, in scme casaes, cl.an
totams, and no clan memkar may eat its totam. It is also usual for a za-
not to eat his mother’s and wifa’s totams. X man’s tctem is baliaved =
be flash of his flaesh, and to eat it would be a type of incest. If
eatan, it is believed that-.the spirit of the animal will return and
gtrangle the man while he is slaeeping. During pericds of warfare and or
personal strife a man did nct eat turtle. Pragnant wemen could alsc nc=
eat turtle because it was kelieved that the child wculd crawl like a

. turtle and ke cowardly. .

[SWT!

MARSHALL ISLANDS . .
The original inhabitants had many traditions and tabccs asscciated wizn
the capture of turtles and the ccllection of eggs, which had the efizct

of limiting the harvest. Many of the taboos have disappeared as a rssul=
of social develcrments (Jchannes 1986).

- A turtle legend describing why theres are turtles a% Bikar is descrizec
by Tobin (Undatad); "A ycung girl named Nemejowe lived cn Makin Atcll in
the Gilkert Islands with her parents. Cre day befcre her parents lef:

- the house, her mothexz _put out the mats to sun and air. She told NemeZcwus

to watch them sc tiat they would not e ruined by rain. After her

the mats. Nemejowe’s parents raturned and her mother was very angry at
the sight of her ruined mats. She utterad a curse, and the dauchier ==
the house and sat on a sand scit and cried. Her grandmother, LijakaXs
apreared in the shape of a sea turtle, and askad what was wrong.
Nemejowe told her, and then became a seabird, and flew away abcve
Lijabaka. They travelled to several a=clls and settled on Bikar, whic:h
is the reason feor the large nuarer of turtles on Bikar Atoll.®

Tcbin et al. (1$37) describe hcw the harvest of turtles in the Marshall
Islands usually took place on sgecial islands with the chief opening =hs
season. Stylised and elaborate rituals were connected with these firss
foed gathering expeditions of the year, where both turtles and their
eggs were taken. Upon arriving at the island the chief was the fixst
perscn to step ashore, followed by the other members of the tris.
Everyone assembled on the beach before proceeding in and cut a leaZf c:2
coconut frond. The people walked in single file, following the chieZ,
stepping in the footprints of the person in front, so that only cne sat
of footprints wculd appear. The wcmen held mats over their heads whila
on the island so they could only see the ground well enough to gathexr
eggs and other jitems. Strict silence was observed. Often medicine was
made by the chief frem the leaves of a small rare plant, and was drunx
by everyone to prevent anal bleeding and diarrhocea which may result Zrzxz
an unaccustomed meal of turtle and bird eggs. After the eggs were
gathered, the group assembled in a special place, and the chief thraw
four eggs in each direction as an offering. These "sacrificial eggs”
were then collected and eaten by the leader of the party. The remaining
€ggs were then divided up and eaten by the others.

NAURY

No information is availabla.



A

. HIUE . '

(o

¥

Loyalty Islands, rules governed the capture of turtles and the
istribution of turtle meat. Any turtles taken had to be brought b
che Grand Chef of the tribas that owns the islands or near where the

turtles werae taken (Pritchard 1987). L o

HEW _CALEDOMIA
Turtles were traditionally used as food in wedding ceremonies. In 1 a

Pritchard (1981) states that on Lifou Island only the chief can eat
turtle meat, although he can authorise czrtain clans to eat the meam
about once a year. .

No information is available.

NORTEERN MARIANA ISLANDS ’ . . .
Fritz (1904) describes how turtles are captured by hand, and females ;
sometimes tied up to lure other turtles. The animal is s*abbed and
blood is drunk directly from the wound. The turtle is then put on i
back in a ditch and a fire lit over it until the meat is cooked. The
broth accumulates in the shell -and is drunk. .- Il

PALAD -

One of the most popular carvings on Palauan storyboards is the Ngem
legend of the turtle egg-laying cycle. Ngemelis Island was a populal
refuge for turtles whose shells and meat were prized collections only
the wealthy could afford. When a young man frcm. Peleliu and a young
woman f£rom Koror arranged a romantic rendezvous on the island, they IR
discovered that the egg-laying cycle corresponés to the phasas of the
mcon (Anon. 1933). '

Carlos (1922) states that turtles are traditionally a kingly food,
belenging €©o the chiefs. EIvery Rur (chiefly title) was entitled to 2
cerzain vart of the turtle meat. When a turtle was slaughtered each!
clained his part of the meat. The catching, slaughtering and dividir
cf meat and eggs was ceremonially done in the past. Now turtle meat is
ean Izmportant part of the diet in the outer islands.

Johannes (1981) states that the god on the island ¢f Ngerur owned the

islands’ turtles, and no turtles could be caught while on the islané.l

no eggs could be dug. In scome other areas Palauans were not meant t¢
kill a nesting turtle until after it had laid several batches of eggs }
until it had reached the water after nesting. 3

Tobin et al. (1957) indicates that any man was permitted to hunt
turtles in Palau. When a man killed a turtle he would take it to his_
house and call the women members of his clan to come and eat the mea‘
The women would gather and bring their own taro and feast on the meaW®
After the feast was over, the women would take some meat home for th
husbands and family. On occasion, turtle meat was used in treating a
sick person by determining which spirit (Chelid) was causing the
illness. A turtle would then be caught, killed and taken to the place
the forest where this spirit was known to dwell. At this place, the
memsers of the sick persons’ household would eat the turtle meat an
plead with the spirit to make thae sick person wall. -

O

Sevaral decades ago a raligion called Modakngeli was started in Pala
Cne of thae ceremonial practicas of .this group involved burning surtl®:

52
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t as an offsring to their god on spccialldays (Tobin et al, 1927).

ere was a local rastriction obsaerved on Airai, whars a person whe
r*%illﬂd or captured a turtla on Ngerduals teach was obliged to takas <-a
"asat to the housae of the Ngar Kikalang fanlly, as they were tie Lamily
of the gecd of Airal (Tokin et al. 1957), o
. Jawallery and utensils such as "toluk" (a speclal bowl) wera
©  traditionally made from tcrtoiseshell. - .

. g '
L-- .. Purtle shell was apparently used in the making of fish hcoks only in -
"~ Morres Strait area, but it was used in many placas for personal
jewellery (Pernetta & Hill 1981).
In Turu village, Manus Province, there is a streng traditional linx
between the leatherback turtle and two clans. The pecple believe tha-
: the leatherback belongs to these clans and that it will net return <=
nest if this ownership is nect reccgnised. Only memkers of these clans
8. - can use the stick technique to predict the return of the nesting
- females. When the female returns it is killed and each clan géts hals
' " (Quinn & Kojis 1985). - .
L In many coastal areas, turtles are or were traditicrally eaten in
feasts, for example bride price repayments, funerals, the building cZ a
l new canoe, the ogpening of a new haus Eci, and the birth of a new chils

Feasts are alsc held for non-traditicnal cccasicns relating to businsss
. political and religious activities. When turtles are raquired for a
l, feast, the chief or leader organises the huntars and cances to go cu=
¢ and catch them. Guests from other villages must kring exchance pressnss
, such as sago and dcgs teeth, according to the number of turtles which
' are provided (String 1981).
In most places the right to fish certain reefs and beaches is contxclls:
' by individuals or clans. This system relies heavily on traditional
authority and respect within the village (Spring 1981lb).

Social restrictions were alsoc placed upon those involved with turtle
I hunting. Spring (1981) states that turtle hunters cannct sleep wi=:
- their wives during the preparatory period. They must organise their
. ' personal effects and dress neatly and not indulge in any gossip or k-
l thoughts, or pry into other peoples belongings. Silence is usually

observed in the hunt with inly'the leader giving orders. If a man’s wil:
1s pregnant, he cannot participate in the hunt or go near the hunting
party. There are also many restrictions placed upcn the hunters’ wives.
For example, they cannot sweep or work until the men return; they must
S1t down in their houses and not walk akcut, and children cannot plav c:
make a noise until the hunt is over.

-

People or clans who telieve themselves related to turtles cr those c?
the Seventh Day Adventist faith cannct eat turtle meat. All villagers
are also prohibited from eating turtle meat during the yam planting
s8eason in the East Sepik Province. In the Trobriand Islands, if a perscr
has eaten turtla meat, thay cannot go near the yam gardens fcr 3 davys cr
else the garden magic will be affected. Magic men who hava powars over

‘turtles do not eat turtla meat for fear of losing thair magic powers
(Spring 1981).

Spring (1981) statas that in the past hawksbill shall was usad to make

Ay
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“everyday items such as spoons and knives, as wcll'asftrédit165;§g”
such as balts, bracelsts, earrings, limesticks and brideprice itemss

¥ 2 o 3F oS nt

(TWpring (1980) describes the traditional methods of catching turtile
. upecial net, Acac walona, was often used, and certain rituals = 3
accompanied tha use of this net; the owner of tha net could not sleas
with his wife for one year before the hunt, neither could he spaak
eat with her; before the hunt, the owner of the nat had to bathe ip
sea from a certain point, as it was believed that while bathing, tha#
owner was calling turtles and it would bring good luck on the hunt:
owner’s wife had to bathe before the hunt and she had to tie on' a g
skirt after bathing and leave it on until the net had been brought bac
. to the village; and when the hunt was over, the hunters called out
+he people in the village.

There are several different restrictions on eating turtle meat depegi
on the village (Spring 1980). Pecple or clans who believe themselve-
related to turtles cannot eat turtle meat (East Sepik, Trobriand’ \
Islands, Manus Province). It is prohibited for all villagers to eat-y
turtle meat during the yam planting season in East Sepik. In the
Trobriands, if a person has eaten furtle meat, he/she cannot- go nel
yam garden for three days. In the Northern Province the people believe
that if a pregnant woman eats turtle meat she will give birtH to a
with flippers instead of arms and legs. In the Arawe Province pre
women do not eat hawksbill meat as they believe it will decrease their
child bearing ability. The people of Kui Village in the Morobe Provgi
do not eat leathe¥back meat as they believe it will weaken their
endurance in such things as climbing mountains or hills or doing har
work. In Bai Village, Morobe Province the animals (pigs, dogs) are g
stopped from eating any part of the turtle as the people believe tﬂ
the animals eat turtle, when the time comes they will go and have tHe

izzers in the bush away from the village, and so all the bones and
<urile scraps are carefully burnt. '

1

There are a nuxber of magic men who believe that they possess powers.
cver turtles. These men do nct eat turtle meat as they believe they i
lose their magic powers iZ they do. In Turubu Village the magic pow
can be passed from person to person, but once someone has the knowledg
he can no longer eat turtle meat. If he does, his arms and legs wils
swell up and sores will erupt on his body. When turtles are needed !
magic man cuts a special vine which contains a magic for turtles ana
makes a sing-sing to the vine on the beach. When he finishes this si
sing he puts the vine away and.then works another sing-sing during
the turtles come up out of the.water (Spring '1980).

P;T?AIRN ) )
No information is available.

SOLOMON ISTLANDS

Leary & Laumani (1989) state that mest of the customs or tabocs

.

‘regarding turtles are no longer kKept. For people living in Poro it g

still taboo to spear turtles off Ramos Island. Some areas spoke of !
taboos for women to eat certain parts of turtles and there were some -
reports of tuxtlae calling. People of the Saventh Day Adventis:t faith..
will not eat turtle meat. ‘

Vaughan (1981a) states that turtles ara consumed at feasts, and tha
communal hunting parties are organised when cazching turtles.
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vaughan (1981b) describes the custcm taboos as follows:s "In Xoliae the~
were local laws governing the number of turtlaes taken, but ars no lcnca:
in effect; in Mbaniata it was taboo to eat leatherback eqgs except thcs.
~caken from a butcherad femalas; in Ghacmam all eggs arae checksd befcrs
. sxcavating the nest and irf thay ars tco davelcped thaey ars carefullv
reburied; and in Lavalava it i3 tabco to disturb hatchlings or kaaeg <:e:
as pets."” - -

In Mbaniata leatherback eggs wers totally protectad bty village alders
and cnly a few mature leatherback turtles <culd ke killed each vear.
This tradition died cutr a long time ago. Other areas such as Koliae use-
to regqulate the turtle catch but no lecng2r do. The pecpla of Lavaleva
.and Choliseul prctact hatchlings and will not allow children to kaep =zxe:
as pets (Vaughan.1981la). ’ :

TOXZ2LAU ‘ . g .
Marine turtles in Tokealau are classifiasd as "sacred fish”, and are cwme:
collectively by the entire village and cannot ke taken for pe*scnal use.
The turtle must ke ceremcnially shared with everyone or they are
punished. All eggs ccllected must be given to the Council of Elders Z:cr
-distributicen ameng the village (Balazs 1983). -

Cartain portions of the turtle, such as the head, were kept “fecr tie
chieZ, but there wera.nc cther restrictions regarding distribution c2
meat. Hcwever, scme_gecrle kelcnging to the Seventh Dav Adventist fa:rz:z
do not eat turtle meat fcr r=ligicus reasons. Scme rastrictions wers
placad cn the fishermen, such as a man whcse wife was pregnant cculé =c=
join in the turtle hunt, as it was believed he would frighten awav tTz=
turtles (Balazs 1933).

In Tokelau evervcne is allcwed tc eat turtle if thevy wish, kut cer:tain
pertions such as the head were reserved for the chi2f. When a turtls was
captured, it was carried to the village meeting ground for ceremcrial
prayers cf thanks ofzrsd to the gecd Tui Tck=lau. The turtles was rut 2=
display for all to view anéd was later killed ané cut up by a speciallr
aprointed man who divided it among the pecrle (3alazs 1933).

There are several other keliefs regarding turtles, as descrited by
Balazs (1983). Uneaten turtle kcne scraps from the sharass recelived kv
each family are usually thrown intoc the ocean as it is believed tc
attract turtles to the atoll. Also; when a particular red sunsat kncw:
as "hila fonu" is observed, it means that a turtle is likely ts come
ashore in the evening.’ -

TONGA
»Thcmgson (1940) indicates that accerding tc Torngan custom, the priest
receives the head of the turtle, and the chief receives the kack.

v

In past times the flash of the green turtle was tabco to averycne exces:t
kings and priests. Turtles were eaten only by men (Hadlay 1896).
Traditionally, turtlas are an important part of family functicns and
faasts. The head was rsserved for tha island chiaf, but is new resaxved
for the Island Pastor (Kaay & Semese 1993). Zann (1985) statas that cn

ierigin atolls turtle meat was prohibited to commoners because of its
arity.

~

~



In Tuvalu turtles are taboo to pragnant women (Grimble 1‘933; citaed t!
Zann 1988). - o

. ]

(ANVATU
Turtles are traditionally "called" in Vanuatu. With this practice,
pregnant women are not allowed near the area during the calls. Th331
calls, are made by families of the deceased to release or send the

turtles to the sea surface (Vanuatu Environment Unit 1992). .

Dickinson (1983) states that turtles are an important custom on Tan;a
Island, as some families are believed to be descended from turtles, o
. certain men may take turtles in taboo areas, and the cooking of tur
is restricted to certain people. If turtle eggs are found on Tanna,
rcurtle man" must be told.

* s

i

WALLIS AND PUTUNA
No information is available.

.
‘
-‘

WESTERN SAMOA - o
Turtle meat is eaten predominantly by village chiefs on special
occasions (Witzell & Banner 1980). .

REPERENCES CITED

Anon.  (1983). Rock Islands 3eluu Ira 3elau pp.20-23

Balazs, G.E. (1983). S=2a tuztles and their traditioral usage in
Tckelauw Atoll Research Bulletia 279;1-29 I

Balazs, G.H.; Siu, P. & Landret, J-P. (In Press) Ecological aspects
green tuxtles nesting at Scilly Atoll in French Polvnesia Sea
Turtle Svmpesium (22th : 1992 : Jekyll Island) Georgia :
NQAA/NMFS

Carles, M.W. (1952). Memo *to Peter Cralg & Karen Eckert, Western Ii
Pacific Sea Turtle Recovery Team 4pp. '

Dickinson, D. (1983).  Conservation of coastal resources in custom.
Tafea District Naika 9;9-10

Pritz, G. (1504). The cChamorro - a historv and ethnographv of ge'

Marianas ([S.n. : s.l.)
Guinea, M.L. (1952). The sea turtles of Fiidi Draft report .

.Johannes, R.E.

-y L R

report SWR-86-2 41lpc.

Johannes, R.E. (1981). Words of %he lagocn Berkeley : UniversitY'

California Press




.-

I;‘gv;KOBY, I, & Semese, A, (1993). -

Ihe status of turtles in Tuvaluy
§ho. . Unpublished report submittad to the South Pacific Regional
ot Enviromment Programme 3pp.

I ceary, T. & Laumani, M. (1989). Maripa turtles of Igabal Provinca
Unpublishaed rapcr:, Environment & Ccnsarvation ,Divisiocn, Heniaza
B 14pp. K ,

Lesga,’W.A. (1983). Sea turtles and ritual: conservation in the

Caroline Islands 1In: Gunda, B. (Ed.) The Plshing Culturs of ==o
Werld pp.1183-1201

.Matthews, L.B. (1932). Turtles and tradition Glimpses of Guam an2 :c=
Western Pacific 22;(1):57-59

McCoy, M.A. (1%74). Man and turtle in the Central Carolines
Micronesica 10;(2):207-221 '

onorio, B. (1979). Nctes on marine turtles of Republic of Kirikati

i C=-NMFS Workshop on Marine Tu es_in the Trovical cific

Islands (1979 : Noumea) Noumea : South Pacific Commissicn 152%.

Parscns, J.J. (1962). The grzen turtle and man Gainesville :
University of Florida Press

Pernetta, J.C. & HEXLl, L. (1%31). A review of marine resource use iz

-—

cocastal Papua Journal de la Scciete des Cceanistss 72-72;173-152

Pritchard, P.C.H. (1981). Marine turtles cf the Scuth Pacific
Bjorndal, K.A. (Ed.) Biclcgv and Conservaticn of Sea Turs

™ .
dee

b o = 25

.
pPe.253-262 Washingten D.C. : Smithscnian Ins<itution Press

(1987). Se2 turtles in New Caledonia Unpublished

ritchard, P.C.E
report 27pp.

-
P~y

Morobe Province Papua New Guinea PLES: an epvironmental educaticn

- ——ram

magazine for the Scuth Pacific regicn 1985;(1):79-99

Smith, A.J. (1951). MRIMD Working Paver on Turtles Unpublished razexs,
Marine Resources Management Division, Yap 26cp.

Spring, C.S. (19%81). ISubsistanée'hunting of marine turtles in Papua
New Guinea In: Bjcrndal, 'K.A. (Ed.) Biologv and Conservaticn c2
Sea Turtles pp.291-295 Washington D.C. : Smithscnian Instituticn
Press :

Spring, C.S. (1980). Turtles, Men and Magic Port Mcresby : Divisicn
of Wildlife

Thoppson, L. (1940). Southern Lau, Fiji: an ethnecgraphy Bernice 2

- .

Bishop Mussum 3ullatin Volume 162

I Quinn, N.J. & KqQjis, B.L. (1985). Leatherkack turtles under thresat i:
35

Tobin, J.A. (Uncated). : Lorvy i3 e

Tobin, J.A. et al. (1957). Notes on the present rsgulations and

Practices of harvesting sea turtle aggs in the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands Anthrovological working papers No.l, Guan :

Cffica of tha Staff Anthropologist, Trust Territory of tha Pacifi
Islands 26pp. .




Tuato’/o~Bartley, N.; Morrell, T.E., and Craig, P, (In Press), The .
status of sea turtles in American Samoa in 1991 Pasoific soience

ok

(“Vanuatu Environment Unit (1992), ' l

Unpublished r
submitted to the South Pacific Regional' Environment Program.zm

21pp. '
Vaughan, P. (1981a). rtles: a rev .
. management ip the Solomon Izlands Unpublished report, Fisheri

Division, Honiara 70pp.

.Vaughan, P.W. (1981b). Maxine turtlesz of Western Province Unpubl
report, Fisheries Division, Honiara 12pp. '

Polynesia (S.1. : s.n.] :

itzell, W.N. & Banner, A.C. (1980). The hawksbill turtle
(Eretmochelys imbricata) in Western Samoca Bulletin of Marine .
Science 30;(3):571-579 .

williamson, R.W. (1933). Relicious ‘and cosmic beliefs of Central '

C e -

zann, L.P. (19385). Traditional management and conservation of
fisheries in atolls of Kiribati and Tuvalu UNESCO Regional §eJ
on Trade and Management of Coastal Svstems Suva : University of
the South Pacffic






LEGISLATION REGARDING MARINE TURTLES IN THE SPREP REGION

Compiled by Suzie Geermans, SPREP - November 1993, updated January 1996
by Sue Miller, SPREP.

US _Endangered Species Act

This Act specifies that marine turtle species and their eggs are
protected. Eretmochelys imbricata is listed as Endangered, and is
therefore totally protected, where as Chelonia mydas is listed only as
Threatened. In some cases, C. mydas may be taken by residents for
traditional use. Under the Act, the sale of all turtle products is
prohibited.

~ITES - The C £4 Int £i ] Trade in End 1 g I .
Wild Fauna and Flora

This convention controls international trade in endangered species,
their products and parts. Species threatened with extinction are listed
in CITES Appendix 1 and are subject to strict trade regulation. All sea
. 'rtles are listed on Appendix 1. In November 1994 CITES adopted new
gyuidelines for Marine Turtle Ranching, however, SPREP's current policy
remains unchanged and Marine Turtle Ranching is not supported by SPREP.

AMERICAN SAMOA
American Samoa is covered by the US ratification of CITES. The US

Endangered Species Act also applies.

Rose Atoll was declared a Federal Wildlife Refuge in 1973.

COOK ISLANDS
The Cook Islands are not a party to CITES. There are no legislative
controls on turtle exploitation (Groombridge & Luxmoore 1989).

FIJX
Fiji is not a party to CITES.

Fisheries Act January 1942
no person may harpoon a turtle unless the harpoon has at least one
barb which projects no less than 3/8" (9.5mm) from the surface of
the shaft, measured at right angles to the shaft

Amended by Regulations 1966

* turtle eggs may not be dug up, used or destroyed

* no turtle with a shell length of less than 18" (457mm) may be
killed, taken or molested

* no turtle may be killed, taken or molested during the months of

January, February, November and December
Fisheries Regulation 1978 Cap.1l58 Part V, para 20

* turtle eggs of any species are totally protected

* it is prohibited to take or kill any turtle with shell length <18"
* turtles may not be hunted or killed between November and February
*

it is prohibited to have in their posse551on, to sell or export any
turtle shell <18" in length

Fisheries Regulation 1978 Cap.158 Part V, para 23

* turtle flesh may not be exported

Fisheries Regulation Amendment 1991 Cap.158 Part V, para 23

* turtle shell may not be exported unless the shell is worked into



jewellery or processed into a form approved by the Permanent
Secretary for Primary Industries and Cooperatives

Thompson (1940) states that the sea turtle was a chiefly animal in Lau,
and permission to fish for turtles had to be granted by the master
fisherman of the chiefs' party.

In 1995 Fiji placed a ban on the commercial harvest and sale of all sea
turtles for one year (March 1995 - March 1996). Ceremonial or
traditional harvest require permission from the Government of Fiji. The
Government of Fiji is currently considering extending this ban.

FRENCH POLYNESIA
Although French Polynesia is an Overseas Territory of France it is not
included on the French acceptance of CITES.

Deliberation No. 71-209, December 1971

* prohibits the capture of sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) with shells
of less than 65cm in length

* prohibits the capture on land of turtles from 1 November to 31
January

* prohibits the capture at sea of turtles from 1 June to 31 January

* prohibits the sale of sea turtles for commercial purposes

* prohibits the collection of turtle eggs on land

*

the capture of sea turtles of all sizes may be permitted for
purposes of scientific research

* some turtles may be taken in accordance with quotas set by the
Government

* turtles must not be held longer than 10 days in containers which
are not sheltered from the sun )

* during transportation turtles must be handled in a way which causes
no unnecessary suffering and must in particular be shielded from
the sun :

* the slaughter of turtles must be performed under the strictest

hygienic conditions

Scilly Atoll was declared a protected area in 1971, and the family
living there is appointed to watch over it (Anon. 1979).

FSM - FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

The FSM is not a party to CITES. Up until 1986 the US Endangered Species
Act applied to the Trust Territory, but special exemptions were made to
allow a subsistence take.

FSM National Code (Title 23, Section 105)

* no sea turtles shall be taken or killed while on shore, nor shall
their eggs be taken
* no hawksbill turtle shall be taken or killed except whose shell is

at least 27" long; no green turtle shall be killed or taken unless
the shell is at least 34" long

* no turtles shall be taken or killed from 1 June - 31 Aug, or 1 Dec
- 31 Jan

* notwithstanding the above, the taking of sea turtles and their eggs



shall be allowed for scientific purposes when specifically
authorised by the High Commissioner

* violators face jail terms not exceeding 6 months, fines of not more
than US$100, or both

Chuuk State Code uses FSM's turtle laws in state controlled areas (Smith
1992) .

Kosrae State Code Section 13.523 is identical to the FSM turtle laws,
except that there is no limit to the size of green turtles which may be
taken, turtle eggs are not protected, and turtles on shore are not
protected outside the designated times.

Yap State Code (Title 18, sectiomn 1005) states that turtle meat and
turtle eggs shall not be sold commercially by any wholesale or retail
store licensed to do business in the State.

- :aditional laws also occur in the FSM. Smith (1991) states that the
taking of turtle eggs is completely banned on Lamotrek, Satawal and
Elato islands including the small islets in the precinct. If someone
disobeyed this policy, he had to give 300 fathoms of coconut fibre rope
as punishment. If the violator was from Satawal, the fine went to either
Lamotrek or Elato. If the person was from Lamotrek it went to the other
two. The taking or transporting of turtles from any of these three
islands by any means other than traditional canoe is prohibited.

Matthews (1982) describes a time when the chief of Ulithi Atoll banned
the use of the seas for three weeks after someone had killed and eaten a
green turtle without the chief's permission. As well as the ocean being
off-limits, the island people had to make 60 lava-lavas. This punishment
was enforced becauseé only royalty can kill green turtles.

GUAM
Guam is covered by the US ratification of CITES, and the US Endangered

"mecies Act is followed.

The main turtle nesting area in Guam occurs within the US Naval
Facility. This area can only be accessed if the person signs in and out
of the facility, and they may be searched at any time by naval personnel
(Micuda 1984Db) .

A marine turtle was taken in 1983, and a fine of $200 (US) was the
punishment. This is the first federal prosecution, and to date is the
highest fine yet paid on Guam for a turtle take (Micuda 1984a).

EIRIBATI
Kiribati is not a party to CITES.

Wildlife Conservation Ordinance 1975

* The taking of any wild turtle on land is prohibited except under
licence
The taking of C. mydas is prohibited in some areas
The possession of turtles, their products or eggs which have been
illegally acquired is prohibited :



MARSHALL ISLANDS

The Marshall Islands are not a party to CITES. Until November 1986, the
US Endangered Species Act applied in the Marshall Islands. The islands
now have their own legislation, modelled on the Trust Territory Code
-{Groombridge & Luxmoore 1989).

Marine Resources Act, Section 3 (Title 33, Chapter 1)
* no sea turtles shall be taken or intentionally killed while on
shore, nor shall their eggs be taken

* no hawksbill turtle shall be taken or killed except whose shell is
at least 27" when measured over the top of the carapace shell
lengthwise; no green turtle shall be taken or killed except whose
shell.is at least 34" when measured over the top of the carapace
shell lengthwise

* no sea turtle of any size shall be taken or killed from 1 June - 31
August inclusive, nor from 1 December - 31 January inclusive
* notwithstanding any provisions of this section to the contrary,

taking of sea turtles and their eggs shall be allowed for
scientific purposes when specifically authorised by Cabinet

Taongi and Bikar Islands were set aside in 1958 as preserved natural
areas (Fosberg 1969). It is illegal to enter these islands for the
purpose of taking turtles, and it is illegal to take or kill any turtle
or molest the eggs on either of these islands without the permission of
the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory. Anyone convicted of these
violations will be subject to imprisonment of up to 12 months in 3a11 or
a fine of US$500 or both (White 1957).

NAURU
Nauru is not a party to CITES. There is no legislation specfically
governing the harvest of marine turtles.

NEW CALEDONIA
New Caledonia is an Overseas Territory of France and is included in its
approval of CITES.

Ordinance No.220, 1977

* the capture of all species of turtle is prohibited from 1 November
to 31 March, inclusive. This may be waived under special
dispensation for the purposes of traditional feasts and ceremonies

* collection of turtle eggs is totally prohibited. The sale of
mounted turtles and turtle shells is prohibited (Amendment 1578)

Deliberation No.l17, 1985

* prohibits the destruction of sea turtle nests and the removal,
possession and sale of turtle eggs
* prohibits the import, export, sale and purchase for commercial

purposes of live or dead turtles and all turtle products. The
collection of turtle eggs and export of turtle products may be
permitted for the purposes of scientific research and conservation

* the capture of all sea turtles is prohibited between 1 November and
31 March except under special permits issued for traditiomal-



ceremonies

NIUE
By its affiliation with New Zealand, Niue is a signatory to CITES.

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
‘The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands are a signatory to
CITES, and the US Endangered Species Act applies.

There is a restricted season for taking green turtles. They may be
caught from 1 September - 30 November, but a permit is required. The
limit is one turtle per fisherman (Sablan 1985).

PALAU

Palau was a signatory to CITES under the Trust Territory of the Pacific

Islands until 1994 when Palau became a Republic. The Republic of Palau

‘s currently ot party to CITES. It is unclear whether the US Endangered

Jecies Act still applies in Palau, with a clause regarding subsistence

use for Chelonia mydas.

* E. Imbricata is totally protected, being listed as Endangered

* C. mydas is listed as Threatened and may be taken by residents
only, and "if such taking is customary, traditional and necessary
for the sustenance of such resident and his immediate family"

* the sale of all turtle products is prohibited

Trust Territory Code, Title 45, Section 2

* the taking of E. imbricata of lengths less than 68.8 cm and of C.
mydas of less than 86.4 ¢m is prohibited

* taking of any turtles during the periods 1 June - 31 August and 1
December - 31 January is prohibited

* turtles may not be killed on shore, and their eggs may not be
collected

The Ngerukewid (Seventy) Islands is a protected marine reserve. No
.rvest of turtles is allowed in this reserve.

Traditional law was practised in some areas of Palau. Johannes (1981)
states that the god on the island of Ngerur owned the islands' turtles,
and no turtles could be caught while on the island and no eggs could be
dug.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA (PNG)
PNG is a signatory to CITES.

Fauna Protection and Control Act, 1966

* Trade in the following sea turtles is regulated : C. caretta,
C. depressa, C. mydas, E. imbricata, L. olivacea, D. coriacea

* export of only restricted numbers is allowed and detailed reasons
are needed for the export of more than four specimens

* an export permit is required

Fauna (Protection and Control) Act 1974
* The export of all wildlife whether dead or alive, parts or



products, requitres an export permit issued by the Conservator of
Fauna

* Vertebrate wildlife may be exported only to approved institutions
for legitimate scientific or zoological purposes

Ranba, Crown Island and Long Island in Madang Province and Ndrolowa in
Manus are Wildlife Management Areas. Vui (1993) states that the Labu-
Tali and Maus-Buang areas were reserved as Turtle Project Areas in 1990.

PITCAIRN
Pitcairn and Henderson Island are included in the UK ratification of

CITES.

Local Government Regulations Part III, Plant and Animal Quarantine

Amendment 1976

* requires the issue of a permit for the import or export of all
species listed on the CITES appendices

Local Government Regulations Part IV Amendment No. 2, 1982

* no person may harass, hunt, kill or capture any sea turtle
(Cheloniidae and D. coriacea). Exceptions may be granted under
permit for scientific purpose or traditional subsistence use

SOLOMON ISLANDS
The Solomon Islands are not a party to CITES.

Fisheries Regulations 1972

* it is prohibited to export, or attempt to export, the shell of any
turtle of less than 60cm in carapace length
* the taking of D. coriacea is completely prohibited without a permit

by the Principal Fisheries Officer

Fisheries (Amendment) Regulations 1977

* it is prohibited to sell or expose for sale any turtle with a
carapace length of less than 75cm
* prohibited to take, destroy, possess, sell or expose for sale, buy

or export eggs of D. coriacea except under a written permit

The Arnavon Islands were declared a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1979, but this
was abandoned in 1982 due to disputes regarding land ownership. The
islands have never been permanently inhabited, due to the lack of fresh
water available (Ramohia 1992). The Arnavon Islands Marine
Conservation Area was declared in 1995 after extensive community
consultation with the three resource users/owners (Kia, Posare,
Whagena). Turtles may not be taken from the core area of the AMCA and
Conservation Officers from the three villages regularly patrol the
nesting sites and monitor nesting sites.

TOKELAU
Tokelau is not a party to CITES.

In Tokelau the lafu system operates, where all types of fishing are
‘banned in specific areas of the main reef. The decision to establish a



7
lafu is made by the Council of Elders (Toloa, Gillett & Pelasio 1993).

The Council of Elders has placed a ban on the taking of turtle eggs at

Atafu and Nukunonu atolls, and similar measures are being discussed on
Fakaofo (Groombridge & Luxmoore 1989).

IONGA
Tonga is not a party to CITES.

Law of Tonga, 1967

* turtles and their eggs are fully protected from 1 December to 31
January

* turtle fences must be licensed and must be less than 450 feet
(137m) in width and length, and have a mesh size of greater than
1.5" (38mm)

* the use of poison {(other than "aukava" prepared locally by

traditional methods) and dynamite is prohibited

' Birds and Fish Preservation Act No.24, 1974, Amended 1975

* the capture of leatherback turtles is prohibited throughout the
year
* all other species of turtle may not be caught between 1 November

and 31 January

TUVALU
Tuvalu is not a party to CITES.

Wildlife Conservation Cap.47, May 1975
* capture of turtles on land is prohibited except under licence
* possession of illegally acquired turtle or turtle egg is prohibited

Fisheries Ordinance Cap.45, July 1978

* enables closed seasons or closed fishing areas to be declared
* fishing with explosives or poisons is prohibited
o prohibits fishing by foreign vessels except under permit

On the island of Nukulaelae the council placed a ban on capturing
turtles, and those breaking this law will be penalised (Keay & Semese
1993). ’

VANUATU _

Vanuatu is a signatory to CITES.

Arrete Conjoint No 7, 1974

* it is an offence to keep any turtle alive, out of the water for
more than 72 hours, to sell or export any stuffed or preserved

turtle, to dig up or collect turtle eggs, or to kill turtles while
on land, or to sell any turtle or turtle egg, whether live or dead

Fisheries Regulation 1983 :

* it is an offence to disturb, take, have in possession, sell or buy
any turtle eggs and also to interfere with any turtle nest

* applies to all species
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* the commercialisation of E. imbricata is prohibited i.e. offence to
buy or sell any hawksbill or its shell

Village bans on take of turtles e.g. Pele, Eutanlang, Ngnu (Efate) have
been put in place for 10 years by village elders following awareness
programs during the Year of the Sea Turtle.

WALLIS AND FUTUNA
Wallis and Futuna Islands are an QOverseas Department of France, and are
covered by the French acceptance of CITES.

WESTERN SAMOA

Western Samoa is not a party to CITES. A draft of the new Fisheries
Regulations that completely bans all forms of harvest of turtles is
currently awaiting the Western Samoa Government's final approval and
confirmation.
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SUMMARY

COUNTRY - us CITES | LOCAL SIZE RESTRICTED | PROTECTED
ESA LEG. LIMIT SEASON AREAS

American Samoa YES YES NO NO NO YES
Cook Islands NO NO NO NO .| NO NO
Federated States | NO NO YES YES YES NO
of Micronesia
(FSM) ] ,
Fiji NO NO YES YES YES NO
French Polynesia | NO NO YES YES YES YES
Guam YES YES NO NO NO v YES
Kiribati NO NO YES NO NO NO

\ .arshall Islands | NO NO YES YES YES YES
Nauru NO NO NO NO NO NO
New Caledonia NO YES YES NO YES NO
Niue NO 'YES NO NO NO NO
Northern Mariana | YES YES YES NO NO NO
Islands
Palau YES YES YES YES YES YES
Papua New Guinea | NO YES YES NO YES YES
Pitcairn NO YES YES NO NO NO
Solomon Islands NO NO YES YES NO NO
Tokelau NO NO YES NO NO NO
Tonga NO NO YES NO YES NO
Tuvalu NO NO YES NO NO YES
Vanuatu NO YES YES NO NO " | NO
Wallis & Futuna NO YES NO NO NO NO
Western Samoca NO NO NO NO NO NO




