
NAURU 

 

Legislative basis 

 

There is a significant amount of legislation available to apply to environmental 

management, environmental health and resource management and conservation in Nauru.  

Only copies of those below were available from the Department of Justice during the 

PCU visit.  One of the early tasks of the National Coordinator will be to expand on this 

review by summarizing legislation not covered below. 

 

Wild Birds Preservation Ordinance (1937) 

 

The First Schedule of this legislation provides for a prohibition on the taking of magpies, 

snipe, quail, Nauru canneries and wild noddies throughout the year (1
st
 January to 31

st
 

December) and a closed season (1
st
 August to 31

st
 October) for Black Noddies.  The 

prohibition extends to the eggs of these birds.  The penalty is five pounds.  Frigate Birds 

may only be harvested with the permission of the Administrator (second Schedule).  It is 

also a penalty to be in possession of any trap or snare for the purposes of taking these 

birds.  It is likely that this legislation has been superceded?  

 

The Lands Act (1976) 

 

This legislation repealed the Lands Ordinance (1921-1968) and made provision for the 

leasing of land for the purposes of the phosphate industry, for other public purposes and 

for the removal of trees, crops, soil and sand and the payment of compensation in respect 

of these. 

 

The Act makes it an offence for a Nauruan to transfer, sell or deed, or attempt to transfer, 

sell or deed any Nauruan land to a person or entity that is not Nauruan.   

 

Where the Nauru Phosphate Corporation or the Council require land to support the 

phosphate industry or for public purposes, they must submit a written request to the 

Minister responsible for that land.  If the Minister supports request the Minister may 

approach the landowners with a request that they agree to lease the land specified.  The 

land can be leased with the agreement of ¾ of the landowners.     

 

Where land is leased to the Nauru Phosphate Corporation for mining, the Corporation is 

entitled to: 

 Mine all the phosphate on that land, 

 Remove any building situated on the land, 

 Remove the topsoil, trees and vegetation from that land and use, destroy or 

otherwise dispose of them, 

 Remove coral and limestone from the land and use it or otherwise dispose of it. 

 

The period of the lease to the Corporation for mining purposes is generally five years. 

  



The Act includes Schedules of fees: 

 

 First Schedule: Surface Rights Capital Payment (relating to phosphate bearing 

land, 

 Second Schedule: Advance cash Royalty for Phosphate, 

 Third Schedule: Rent Payable for Leased Non-phosphate Bearing and 

Worked-out Phosphate Bearing Land, 

 Fourth Schedule: Compensation for the Removal of Trees, 

 Fifth Schedule: Royalty Payment for Sand Removal, and 

 Sixth Schedule: Royalty payment for Coral or Limestone Removal 

 

Land (Declaration of Ownership) Ordinance (1962) 

 

This Ordinance relates to the payment of compensation to Nauruan owners of a piece of 

land, known as the German Wireless Station, which was mined for phosphate by the 

Nauru Phosphate Corporation and for which the Administration received surface rights or 

phosphate royalties but for which the landowners received no compensation.    

 

Nauru Lands Committee Ordinance (1956-1963)  

 

The Ordinance establishes the Nauru Lands Committee.  The Committee is to consist of 

between five and nine members appointed by the Nauru Local Government Council.  The 

principal functions of the Committee are to determine questions as to the ownership or 

rights in respect of land where the issue involves Nauruans and Pacific Islanders. 

 

The Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority Act (1967)  

 

This legislation establishes the Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority.  The 

objectives of the Authority include: 

 

 To manage, develop, conserve and protect the fisheries and marine resources 

of Nauru in such a way as to conserve and replenish them as a sustainable 

asset for future generations, and 

 To promote the sustainable utilization of the fisheries and marine resources of 

Nauru to achieve economic growth, improved social standards, improved 

nutritional standards, human resource development, increased employment 

and a sound ecological balance, and 

 To pursue effective strategies for managing the fisheries and marine resources 

of Nauru so as to maintain the integrity of marine ecosystems, to preserve 

biodiversity, to avoid adverse impacts on the marine environment and to 

minimise the risk of long term or irreversible effects of resource extraction 

operations; and  

 To enhance the administrative, legal, surveillance and enforcement capacities 

of the republic for the management, development, conservation and protection 

of the fisheries and marine resources of Nauru.    

 



The Act provides for a Board of Directors consisting of five members.  A Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) is appointed by the Board.  The CEO is responsible for the 

work of the Authority, the effective execution of its administrative and technical 

functions.   

 

The Animals Act (1982) 

 

The objective of the Act was to repeal certain provisions of the Licenses Ordinance 

(1922-1967) and to make new provisions for the licensing of animals.   

 

The Act principally relates to the licensing of dogs, their importation and care.  However, 

the definition of “animal” under the Act extends to “birds, fish, reptiles, insects and 

spiders”.  Regulations may be promulgated that extend the provisions of this Act to 

animals other than dogs.  Such Regulations were enacted in 2000, the Animal regulations 

(2000) extends the Act to all other animals except bees. 

 

Agricultural Quarantine Act (1999) 

 

The objectives of this legislation are to provide for the protection of plants, animals and 

public health and the protection, development and utilization of the natural resources and 

the environment by preventing the introduction and further spread of injurious diseases 

and pests.  It provides the procedures and facilities for services to ensure the safe 

movement of plants and animals in to, out of and within Nauru.  It also extends 

obligatory international cooperation in the prevention of the movement of diseases and 

pests in international trade and traffic. 

 

The Act provides for the appointment of Quarantine Officers, describes their power and 

penalties for infringements under the Act.  It also provides for the promulgation of 

Regulations to further support the Act.    

 

Quarantine Area Ordinance (1921) 

 

This legislation provides advice in relation to the use of the Denigomodu District 

Quarantine Station.  It describes the signals that are put in place at times the Station is 

used to segregate persons for quarantine purposes.   

 

The Quarantine (Plague) Ordinance (1922) supplements the Quarantine Area Ordinance 

in respect to ships visiting Nauru that have called at ports infected with plague.    

 

Sanitary Inspectors Ordinance (1921) 

 

This Ordinance relates to the inspection of houses, premises or land by authorized 

officers for the purposes of checking its cleanliness and sanitary condition.  The 

Ordinance provides power to authorized officers to direct the cleaning of unsanitary 

premises, land or houses. 

 



The Nauru Rehabilitation Corporation Act (1997) 

 

This legislation establishes the Nauru Rehabilitation Corporation which has the 

responsibility for coordinating, promoting, carrying-out, managing and participating in, 

rehabilitation works in Nauru.  The functions of the Corporation include: 

 

 To coordinate, promote, partake in, identify, initiate and carry-out projects for 

the rehabilitation and development of worked out phosphate lands and 

unworked phosphate lands as directed by the Minister; 

 To implement government policy with regard to the rehabilitation and 

development of the worked out phosphate lands of Nauru; 

 To perform and promote such other activities in relation to the rehabilitation 

and development as the Minister may direct, either alone or in conjunction 

with Australia in furtherance of the policies and objects of the Nacos 

Agreement
1
 and the Development Cooperation Agreement; and 

 To manage and administer the moneys and assets of the Corporation.  

 

A Board of Directors, consisting of seven members, directs the work of the Corporation. 

 

Additional legislation not available during the PCU visit to Nauru in February 2002 is 

reported to include: 

 

 The Litter Prohibition Act (1983) 

 Nauru Community Act (1956-1997) 

 Nauruan Antiquities Ordinance (1935)  

 The Nauru Island Act (1992) 

 Nauru Local Government Council (dissolution) Act (1992) 

 Public Health Ordinance 1925-1967 

 Sea Boundaries Act (1997) 

 Nauruan Antiquities Ordinance (1935)  

 The Marine Resources Act (1978) 

 The Aerodrome (Acquisition of Land) Ordinance 

 The Clearing of Lands (Amendment) Ordinance 

 Dog Importation prohibition Ordinance 

 Nauru Royalties Trust Ordinance 

 Roads Maintenance Ordinance 

 Sale and Purchase of Copra Ordinance 

 Salvaged of Derelict Wreck Act 

 Sanitary Inspection Ordinance 

 

The National Coordinator should confirm the status of the legislation briefly profiled in 

this review and attempt to include legislation of relevance to the IWP (such as that 

relating to environment, natural resource management and public health) in a subsequent 

review. 

                                                 
1
  The Compact Settlement made between the republic of Nauru and the Commonwealth of Australia, 

August 1993. 



 

International treaties and agreements 

 

Nauru is party to the following international agreements:  

 

 The International Plant Protection Convention (1951) 

 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1970) 

 Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by the Dumping of Wastes and 

Other Matter (the London Convention) (1972) 

 United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought (CCDD) 

 South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency Convention (1979) 

 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982) 

 Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the UN Law of the Sea of 

December 1982 Relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish 

Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (1997) 

 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 

(1996) 

 Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (1985) 

 South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (1985) 

 Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and the Environment in 

the South Pacific Region and Related Protocols, including the Protocol for the 

Prevention of Pollution of the South Pacific Region by Dumping (Apia 

Convention) (1986) 

 Convention for the Prohibition of Fishing with Long Driftnets in the South Pacific 

(1989) 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992) 

 Multilateral Treaty on Fisheries Between the the Governments of Certain Pacific 

Island States and the Government of the United States of America (1993) 

 Convention on the Conservation of Biological Diversity (1992) 

 Convention to Ban the Importation into Forum Island Countries of Hazardous and 

Radioactivve Waters and to Control the Transboundary Movement and 

Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South Pacific Region (1995) 

 Convention on Hazardous and Toxic Wastes (Waigani Convention) (to yet 

ratified) 

 South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP Convention) (1994) 

 Treaty on Cooperation in Fisheries Surveillance and Law Enforcement in the 

South Pacific Region (the Niue Treaty) (1992) 

 Basic Agreement between Nauru and the World Health Organisation (1995) 

 


