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Editorial

Greetings from apia,

While a lot of important leaders meetings were taking place in the region in 
September, there were also a large number of technical meetings convened. 
these will all contribute towards the scientific basis of climate change work in the 
region. 

Work on the Pacific Climate Change Portal was further advanced by a workshop 
to test user acceptance of the decision support tools that have been developed 
in partnership with Griffith University under the iCliM project. as with a lot of 
portal related work, there is a need to fine tune and upgrade the services that 
are offered. thus the Vanuatu hosted workshop was an important opportunity to 
gather more robust information and feedback on what the actual end users in-
country are looking for in these support tools.

Meetings to discuss early warning systems and climate outlook tools are also 
an important part of the work of SPrEP, as these are not only inter-linked 
closely with the work on National Meteorological Services, but can also form 
the baselines and provide relevant data to the development of climate change 
projects in the region.

the Pacific Meteorological Council held its meeting in Honiara, and was 
graced by the presence of the Secretary General of the World Meteorological 
organization (WMo), Professor Petteri taallas. the Secretary General has been 
a staunch supporter of work in the region, and was instrumental in securing 
funding for the Finnish-Pacific Project (FiNPaC) project in the region. WMo is also 
becoming an even more important partner for SPrEP and climate change work 
in the region, given their status as an accredited entity under the Green Climate 
Fund.

SPrEP looks forward to even greater cooperation between WMo and Pacific 
island Countries as this partnership progresses.

Espen ronneberg 
acting director

CliMatE CHaNGE 
MattErS
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First Pacific SidS Steering Committee for CrEWS-Canada 
and Canada Projects held in Honiara   
the first meeting of the Pacific Small island developing States (SidS) Project 
Steering Committee for CrEWS-Canada and Canada Projects in the Pacific, 
“Strengthening Hydro-Meteorological and Early Warning Services in the Pacific” 
and “Building resilience to High-impact Hydro-meteorological Events through 
Strengthening Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems in Small island developing 
States (SidS) and South-East asia (SEa)” was held at the Heritage Park Hotel, 
Honiara, Solomon islands. 

          
rEad MorE ... 

         
WMo regional association V (South-West Pacific) 
Working Group on Weather Services convenes in 
Honiara
the World Meteorological organization (WMo) regional association V (South-
West Pacific) Working Group on Weather Services under the leadership of 
Mr. raymond tanabe (USa) had its first session on 11 august 2017 at the 
Solomon’s Kitano Mendana Hotel, in Honiara, Solomon islands. the session 
was attended by Working Group Vice-lead, Mr Grahame reader (australia), 
task team lead on Cost recovery, Mr. o’fa Fa’nunu (tonga), task team lead 
on Weather Services implementation, Mr. Mohd Hisham anip (Malaysia), as 
well as representatives from Cook islands, Fiji, New Zealand, Niue, Samoa, the 
United States of america, the Secretariat of the Pacific regional Environment 
Programme (SPrEP) and the World Meteorological organization (WMo).  

rEad MorE ...      
                 
WMo Secretary-General, Professor Petteri taalas visits 
Solomon islands
the World Meteorological organization’s (WMo) Secretary-General, Professor 
Petteri taalas addressed the delegates of the 4th Pacific Meteorological 
Council (PMC) during his mission in Honiara, Solomon islands. Professor 
taalas also delivered a key note address at the opening ceremony of the 2nd 
Pacific Ministerial Meeting on Meteorology and met and had discussions with 
Honourable Samuel Manetoali, Government of Solomon islands Minister for 
Environment, Climate, disaster Management and Meteorology.   
          
rEad MorE ...

Vanuatu National adaptation Board hosts User 
acceptance testing workshop for the Pacific Climate 
Change Portal and new decision Support tools in Port 
Vila
representatives from Vanuatu government ministries, CroP agencies and 
development partners in the Pacific region participated in a User acceptance 
testing workshop in Port Vila on 13 September as part of the Pacific iClim 
project implemented by Griffith University, australia, the deutsche Gesellschaft 
für internationale Zusammenarbeit (GiZ) GmbH and the Secretariat of the 
Pacific regional Environment Programme (SPrEP). 

rEad MorE ...

        

Pacific islands Climate outlook Forum: Planning for health 
impacts brought on by weather and climate 
our weather and climate can impact our public health in the Pacific region: more 
rain can lead to higher chances of mosquitos and the illnesses they bring, less rain 
can lead to hygiene problems leading to possible illnesses. and on it goes.

Being several steps ahead of the possible health impacts from our weather and 
climate is the third Pacific islands Climate outlook Forum (PiCoF-3) that opened 
in Samoa today. the meeting brings together Pacific regional meteorological and 
health sectors to plan and prepare for what will be forecast ahead in an attempt to 
alleviate the health impacts.

rEad MorE ...

Pacific island Climate officers Enhances Skills on the Use 
of the Seasonal Climate outlook for the Pacific islands 
(SCoPiC) tool 
the australian aid funded Climate and oceans Support Programme for the Pacific 
(CoSPPac) project, commenced its specialized training of Pacific Climate officers on 
the use of the Seasonal Climate outlooks in Pacific islands Countries (SCoPiC) tool 
yesterday at SPrEP training centre in Vailima.

SCoPiC is a decision making support tool that generates seasonal outlooks for rainfall, 
temperature and other climate-related factors relevant for the Pacific region. it also 
contains a drought Monitoring Module. this tool has being made available to the 
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) of the 14 Pacific island 
Countries through support by the Government of australia.    
          
rEad MorE ...

Clean Seas and Healthy ocean for People at First Pacific Blue 
Economy Conference
Pollution, plastics, illegal fishing and climate change were hot topics at the Pacific Blue 
Economy Conference this week in Suva, Fiji, held by the Pacific islands development 
Forum.

the Prime Minister of tuvalu, Hon. Enele Sopoaga called for a global ban on 
microbeads and a global strategy to phase out single-use plastics, urging for 
coordination, particularly in dealing with climate change pressures on a Pacific blue 
economy, and highlighted the growing threats to ocean health.

While the definitions of ‘blue economy’ vary, a common element is sustainability. in the 
Pacific region, the majority of economic activities and livelihoods either depend on the 
ocean or affect the ocean.

rEad MorE ...
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We kindly acknowledge the following donors and partners:

PaCiFiC CliMatE CHaNGE Portal  
www.pacificclimatechange.net
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Published by the Secretariat of the Pacific regional Environment Programme (SPrEP)

Po Box 240, apia, Samoa  •  Ph: +685 21929  •  sprep@sprep.org 

our vision:  a resilient Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our cultures.

www.sprep.org

ProjECtS/EVENtS dEtailS datE WHErE

Pacific Climate Change roundtable 
and joint Platform Meeting

discuss progress made in climate change in region, consideration of how 
Pacific Climate Change roundtable working groups can contribute to 
Framework for resilient development in the Pacific.

2 - 5 oct Suva, Fiji

GCoS and WiGoS Workshop for Pacific 
SidS

joint Global Climate observing System and WMo integrated observing 
System

9 - 12 oct Nadi, Fiji

aPCCaP design Meeting Finalising the design of the next phase of CoSPPac 9 - 13 oct Melbourne, 
australia

EU-intra-aCP task team attend the 6th meeting of the intra-aCP task team on the GFCS 10 - 12 october Geneva, 
Switzerland

High level Support Mechanism/
iMPaCt

Preparations for CoP23 12 - 14 october Nadi, Fiji

Economic impacts of ocean 
acidification

technical workshop evaluating the impacts of oa on the tropics 15 - 17 october Monaco

Early recovery training Provide regional partners training on Early warning systems and disaster risk 
insurance 

16 - 18 october Suva, Fiji

CoSPPac tK tonga tK database and installation training 16 - 20 october Nuku’alofa, tonga

CoSPPaC oCoF 121 17 october SPrEP, Samoa

UNFCCC Pre-CoP meeting international preparations for CoP23 17 - 18 october Nadi, Fiji

Vanuatu in-Country demonstration of 
PiCaSo under the republic of Korea-
Pacific islands Climate Prediction 
Services project

Provide training for VMGd on SCoPiC, CliK-P and PiCaSo 23 - 24 october Port Vila, Vanuatu

UNESCo Conference on Water Security 
in the Pacific SidS: Bringing UNESCo’s 
international Hydrological Programme 
to the Pacific

Promote PMC expert Panel on Hydrology at the UNESCo meeting in 
collaboration with SPC and members

23 - 24  october Nadi, Fiji

Vanuatu National Climate outlook 
Forum (NCoF)

Participate and provide support to the Vanuatu NCoF 24 - 27 october Port Vila, Vanuatu

Solomon islands in-Country 
demonstration of PiCaSo under 
the republic of Korea-Pacific islands 
Climate Prediction Services Project and 
SCoPiC training

Provide training for SiMS on SCoPiC, CliK-P and  PiCaSo 30 - 31 october Honiara, Solomon 
islands

CoSPPac tK Vanuatu tK Combination and Verification training 30 oct - 3 Nov Port Vila, Vanuatu

the ocean Foundation ocean 
acidification Science, Monitoring and 
Policy Workshops

30 oct - 10 Nov Fiji

2017 CliMatE CHaNGE diViSioN CalENdar: oCtoBEr

 
to find out more about SPrEP’s Climate Change division (CCd) please  
visit: www.sprep.org/Climate-Change/climate-change-about-us
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