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          Director’s Note
SPREP’s climate change programme 
continues to respond to the national 
priorities of Pacific islands countries 
and territories, in partnership with 
regional organisation and donors. 
SPREP through the Regional 
Technical Support Mechanism (RTSM) funded by the Asian 
Development Bank through the regional track of pilot programme 
on climate resilience (PPCR – Climate Investment Fund) deployed 
two experts to develop Vanuatu’s Framework on Climate Services 
as well as to upgrade the National Advisory Board Portal which 
hosts all national information on climate change and disaster risk 
reduction programmes. The RTSM mechanisms can respond 
fairly quickly to your technical assistance needs in any aspect of 
climate change and disaster risk reduction as demonstrated by 
Vanuatu. I would encourage you to take advantage of the RTSM 
by contacting us. 

Information is key to any programme planning, especially for 
adaptation planning. The correct information and understanding 
helps to identify the root causes of vulnerability and the 
contributing role of climate change and the identification of the 
most appropriate adaptation options. The Pacific Climate Change 
Portal (www.pacificclimatechange.net) is such a regional 
initiative to ensure information is managed and stored, easily 
accessible, applied for planning, and shared.  

Climate Change Matters monthly newsletter continues to share 
information and initiatives from the region and globally to share 
the challenges facing the Pacific islands and what they are dong 
to build resilience. 

’Ofa atu,

Neta

Dr Netatua Pelesikoti
Climate Change Division Director, SPREP
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Apolima Island, Samoa. Photo by Ryan Wright
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RTSM prepares Vanuatu for the Pacific Resilience Programme 
(PREP) and other potential climate change financing modalities
Vanuatu is one of the four Pacific countries to be assisted under the Pacific Resilience 
Programme, a USD$32.39 million programme in grants and credits. The PREP builds on 
other national and regional initiatives including the PPCR supported regional activities that are 
administered by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and implemented by SPREP. 

READ MORE ...

Negotiators work together in Bonn, to operationalise the Paris 
Agreement
The Pacific was well represented in Bonn, participating in full force in the first negotiations 
meeting after the adoption of the Paris Agreement. Issues covered included Nationally 
Determined Contributions, Adaptation Communications, Transparency, Compliance, Global 
Stocktake and Ratification of the Agreement. 

READ MORE ...

Cook Islands begins preparations for COP22
The Climate Change Cook Islands and the Cook Islands National Council of Women are 
currently working with SPREP to develop a training programme to prepare the Cook Islands 
delegation and other interested negotiators for the 22nd Conference of the Parties which will 
be held in Marrakesh in November this year. The workshop will be held in Rarotonga in August 
and will not only focus on technical issues such as climate change finance and loss and 
damage, but will also focus on specific negotiating skill sets.

READ MORE ...

Climate change negotiation skills for Pacific island women
Adapted from a PIFS Press Release

The vast experience and expertise of SPREP at the negotiations and meetings of the United 
Nations Framework for the Convention of Climate Change was found to be helpful at a Climate 
Change Negotiations Skills for Pacific island Women workshop. The workshop was held at 
the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, where participants from nine island nations focused on 
issues such as how small island states can utilise the United Nations system, the science of 
climate change itself and gender issues among other matters. 

READ MORE ...

Cook Islands signs Paris Agreement
As taken from the Climate Change Cook Islands Facebook Page

It was a momentous occasion in New York at the United Nations headquarters as the Cook 
Islands is the 176th Country to sign the Paris Agreement. The honorable Minister Mark Brown, 
Minister of Finance signed the Paris Agreement on Friday 24th of June. The agreement was 
approved in Paris December 2015, after years of U.N. Climate Change negotiations. Director 
of Climate Change Cook Islands Ana Tiraa said, “The Paris Agreement aims to slow the rise of 
greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, blamed for putting Earth on a dangerous warming 
path, which has negative impacts, in particular for low lying islands. 

READ MORE ...

Attendees of the first National Climate Outlook Forum 
(NCOF) and National Stakeholder Consultation on Climate 
Services (Port Vila, Vanuatu, 14 – 18 March 2016). 
Photo: NIWA – RTSM TA

Pacific Island negotiators in Bonn: Cindy Ehmes, FSM 
(seated left); Rossy Mitiepo, Niue (seated right); and 
Charlotte Pihigia, Niue (standing). Photo: Diane McFadzien

Melina Tuiravakai, Cook Island Representative.  
Photo: Diane McFadzien
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Hon. Mark Brown with Santiago Villalpando, Chief of the 
Treaty Section, the United Nations. Photo: Climate Change 
Cook Islands Facebook

http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/rtsm-prepares-vanuatu-pacific-resilience-programme-prep-and-other-potential-climate-change
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/negotiators-work-together-bonn-operationalise-paris-agreement
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/cook-islands-begins-preparations-cop-22
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/climate-change-negotiation-skills-pacific-island-women-0
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/cook-islands-signs-paris-agreement
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France becomes first major nation to ratify UN climate deal 
Article from The Guardian

French President Francois Hollande finalised ratification of the Paris climate accord earlier this 
month, making France the first industrialised country to do so. Hollande noted that the deal 
will not come into force unless at least 55 countries responsible for at least 55% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions ratify it. So far, 17 states – mainly small islands and low-lying 
coastal countries that are especially vulnerable to sea-level rise – have ratified the deal. Hollande 
called on other European countries to follow France’s lead by the end of the year. 

READ MORE ...

Raising public awareness on the Green Climate Fund  
As taken from the Climate Change Cook Islands Newsletter May, 2016

The Cook Islands Climate Change Division held a one day discussion to inform and raise the 
awareness amongst those in attendance of the Green Climate Fund (GCF). The discussion and 
interaction between the GCF team and the participants sparked interests throughout the day, and 
was an excellent opportunity to find out more information about the GCF. 

READ MORE ...

The new and improved Pacific Climate Change Portal officially 
launched in Samoa
SPREP in partnership with Griffith University in Australia hosted a launch for the newly 
revamped Pacific Climate Change Portal in Samoa. The launch was an important step forward 
for climate change adaptation, mitigation and disaster risk reduction planning in the Pacific 
region. The upgrade of the portal was made possible through SPREP, Griffith University through 
the Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) funded Pacific 
iCLIM Project and the GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific region Project. 

READ MORE ...

Pacific iCLIM conducts training workshops in Fiji and Vanuatu
Climate change data and information management was the topic of discussion in Suva at the 
Pacific iCLIM workshops conducted by SPREP and Griffith University. A similar workshop 
was conducted in Vanuatu the following week and also covered three areas: a Drupal training 
workshop for IT staff, stakeholder training in using and contributing to the newly upgraded 
Pacific Climate Change Portal, and Information and Knowledge Management for climate change 
training. 

READ MORE ...

Research underway highlights the experiences of the FINPAC 
project
SPREP and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is 
supporting research on the experiences of the Finland-Pacific (FINPAC) project and how it is 
enabling the provision and use of community-relevant multi-hazard information for disaster 
preparedness and climate change adaptation. The FINPAC project aims to contribute to reduced 
vulnerability of Pacific communities to the impacts of climate change through improved National 
Meteorological Services with funding support from the Government of Finland. 

READ MORE ...

Visit the upgraded portal at www.pacificclimatechange.net

Participants at the one day GCF discussion in the Cook 
Islands. Photo: Climate Change Cook Islands

François Hollande at the ratification ceremony for the 
World Climate Change Conference 2015 at the Élysée 
Palace in Paris on 15 June. Photograph: Jacky Naegelen/
AFP/Getty Images
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jun/15/france-becomes-first-major-nation-to-ratify-un-climate-deal
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/raising-public-awareness-green-climate-fund
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/the-new-and-improved-pacific-climate-change-portal-officially-launched-in-samoa
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/pacific-iclim-conducts-training-workshops-fiji-and-vanuatu
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/research-underway-highlights-experiences-finpac-project
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The Republic of Kiribati. Photo: IFAD

PIMOS Panel meeting and DBCP workshop attendees.  
Photo: Sidney Thurston

About us

SPREP’s Climate Change Division (CCD) is made up of three programmes:

 1   Adaptation         2   Mitigation           3   Policy and Science

The work of the CCD is directed by the SPREP Strategic Plan 2011–2015 based on the climate change priorities of SPREP Members and 
consistent with the Pacific Islands Framework for Action on Climate Change 2006-2015 (PIFACC) and other relevant and approved policy drivers 
such as the Pacific Plan and the Framework for Action on Disaster Risk Management.

SPREP’s three (broad) climate change strategic priorities for 2011–2015 are:

 1   Implementing adaptation measures;

 2   Improving members’ capacity, knowledge and understanding of climate change, and risk reduction;

 3   Contributing to global greenhouse gas reduction.

Please visit our website at: www.sprep.org/Climate-Change/climate-change-about-us

SPREP signs host country agreement with Fiji 
The Government of Fiji and SPREP signed a host country agreement in June which formalised the 
establishment of a SPREP office in Fiji. The Fiji Government’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon. 
Ratu Inoke Kubuabola and SPREP’s Director General, Kosi Latu, signed the agreement in Suva, 
marking a new chapter in the partnership between the Fijian Government and SPREP. The office 
hosts the Pacific Ecosystem-based Adaptation to Climate Change (PEBACC) project.

READ MORE ...

Climate Change Refugees: A catastrophe of our own creation
A message from Anote Tong, former President of the Republic of Kiribati posted on the UNEP site.

“Climate change poses the most significant moral challenge to the global community and an 
existential threat to the future of many communities worldwide. With the projected rise in sea 
levels by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) of up to one metre within the 
century, the most vulnerable coastal communities and low-lying island states – several of which 
are in the Pacific – face the real possibility of their islands and communities being submerged 
well within the next hundred years.” 

READ MORE ...

Marine and Ocean Services Priorities for Pacific NMSs
The importance of improving coastal inundation forecasting for coastal communities and 
maritime safety for local fishermen and small crafts was a major outcome of discussion held by 
the Pacific Islands Marine and Ocean Services (PIMOS) panel. The PIMOS Panel was formed 
during the third Pacific Meteorological Council Meeting held in 2015 in Tonga, and is intended to 
advise and support the council on marine and ocean services issues.  

READ MORE ...

The Pacific is not in El Nino, nor in La Nina
The tropical Pacific Ocean is in a neutral El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) state.  In the 
following section ‘neutral’ means - neither in El Nino nor in La Nina. The ENSO is a major climate 
driver that influences rainfall, temperature and sea level patterns across the Pacific. 

READ MORE ... 

L-R Mr. Kosi Latu, Director General of SPREP, upon signing 
the Host Country Agreement with Government of Fiji’s 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon. Ratu Inoke Kubuabola 

http://www.sprep.org/Climate-Change/climate-change-about-us
https://www.sprep.org/biodiversity-ecosystems-management/sprep-signs-host-country-agreement-with-fiji
https://medium.com/@UNEP/climate-change-refugees-a-catastrophe-of-our-own-creation-8e45c5c96e68#.6o8vgp2un
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/marine-and-ocean-services-priorities-pacific-nmss
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/news/pacific-not-el-nino-nor-la-nina
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2016 CLIMAte CHAnGe DIvIsIon MontHLy CALenDAR: JuLy 2016

PACIFIC CLIMATE CHANGE PORTAL  www.pacificclimatechange.net/

We kindly acknowledge the following donors and partners:
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Our vision: The Pacific environment – sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our cultures.

www.sprep.org

PROJECTS/EVENTS DETAILS DATE WHERE

Project Review of Full Project 
Proposal - Adaptation Fund FSM

 ■ SPREP Project Review Monitoring Group to review the FSM AF Full project proposal 
for FSM.

12 July SPREP

2nd ROK PI CLiPS Training 
Workshop

 ■ To deliver Downscaling training on Dynamical Seasonal Climate Prediction models and 
Online Climate Prediction Tool CliKⓅ for 14 Pacific island countries.

18 – 23 July Cook Islands

SPREP Regional Workshop for 
development of the new SREP 
Strategic Plan 

 ■ The workshop is aimed at members and partners. 

 ■ Following the completion of the online surveys for members and partners, this is 
another opportunity to provide direct and invaluable input into the development of the 
new SPREP Strategic Plan and Performance Implementation Plan.

18 - 19 July Samoa

Inception Workshop of the Australia 
DFAT Climate Science/Services 
Outreach Project

 ■ To create awareness of the project and identify key areas of partnerships and delivery. 25 July (TBC) Cook Islands

FINPAC Pilot Project Handover  ■ To coordinate the completion of the FINPAC Pilot Project in Tautu. 25 – 29 July Cook Islands

UNFCCC Loss and Damage workshop  ■ Invite was extended from IOM for SPREP to participate – awaiting confirmation of 
funding

27 – 29 July Morocco

Vanuatu GCF Follow-up consultation  ■ To finalise the Vanuatu GCF full project proposal and endorsement 28 – 29 July Vanuatu

mailto:sprep%40sprep.org?subject=

