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SPREP’s Climate Change Division (CCD) is made up of three programmes: 
 
1. Adaptation;  
2. Mitigation;   
3. Policy and Science.  
 
The work of the CCD is directed by the SPREP Strategic Plan 2011-2015 based on the climate change priorities of SPREP Members and consistent with the Pacific Islands 
Framework for Action on Climate Change 2006-2015 (PIFACC) and other relevant and approved policy drivers such as the Pacific Plan and the Framework for Action on 
Disaster Risk Management.   
 
SPREP's three (broad) climate change strategic priorities for 2011-2015 are:  
 
1. Implementing adaptation measures;  
2. Improving members’ capacity, knowledge and understanding of climate change, and risk reduction;  
3. Contributing to global greenhouse gas reduction. 
 
Please visit our website at:  www.sprep.org/Climate-Change/climate-change-about-us  

 

Dr Netatua Pelesikoti 

Climate Change Division Director 
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Director’s Note 

Being resilient and safe should always be 
at the forefront of our thoughts, and in all 
our actions.  
 
This month Climate Change Matters  
highlights some of the activities in the  
Pacific helping to strengthen our  
resilience. 
 
Please count every day and take  
calculated steps to ensure our resilience, no 

matter where you are and what you are doing.  
 
 

‘ofa atu,  
 
Neta 
 

 

 

About Us 

  We kindly acknowledge the following donors and partners: 

Dear Readers, 
 
 

With all the devastation happening around us 
we must always look toward development that 
enhances the resilience of our ecosystems 
and our home islands.   
 
The recent earthquake in Nepal reminded us 
that the Pacific is also vulnerable to 
earthquakes and related devastation as we 
have experienced in previous years. We pray 
for the quick recovery of those who were  
affected. 
 
Our neighbours in our Pacific region -  
Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Kiribati and FSM are still 
coming to terms and recovering from the  
devastation left by Cyclone Pam and Typhoon 
Maysak, they continue to be in our prayers as 
they work to rebuild their communities and 
islands. 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/climate-change-about-us
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Pacific Island countries prepare for climate  

negotiations - closer to new Paris Agreement  
 

Pacific Island negotiators will be meeting in Apia, Samoa, later 

this month (May 15th) to better prepare for the Pacific Voyage 

to Paris.  

 

Under the United Nations climate negotiations,  

countries are working towards a new climate agreement which 

aims to address the growing threat of climate change.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 
 

 

The Pacific Climate Change Community  

Meets in Samoa 

 
A large number of participants from pacific governments, donor 

agencies, regional organisations, media, non government  

actors and private sector have started arriving in Samoa to  

attend and engage in the Pacific Climate Change  

Roundtable (PCCR) discussion which will take place from the 

12-14 May 2015 in Apia. The event will be opened by the  

distinguished Prime Minister of Samoa, Tuilaepa Lupesoliai 

Neioti Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi.  

 
For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

Oceania 21: Strengthening One Pacific Voice 
on Climate Change 

 
The third Oceania 21 summit on Sustainable Development in 

New Caledonia today brought together 17 South Pacific  

countries to strengthen the Pacific voice at the Conference of 

the Parties to the UN Climate Convention (COP21) in Paris at 

the end of this year.  

 
For the full article: Click here 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-island-countries-prepare-for-next-round-of-climate-negotiations-as-we-get-closer-to-a-new-paris-agreement
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/the-pacific-climate-change-community-meets-in-samoa
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/oceania-21-strengthening-one-pacific-voice-on-climate-change
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/pccr
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Climate prediction services support for  

the Pacific 

 
The Pacific Islands region will benefit from a new regional  

project that will be providing seasonal climate prediction  

services and products for longer-term decisions and early  

warning of potential hazards. 

 
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

Work commences on pilot project to assess 
Loss and Damage in Pacific Island Countries 
 

SPREP, in partnership with GIZ, has recently commenced a 

pilot study to assess the capacity of Pacific Island countries to 

deal with loss and damage from the adverse impacts of climate 

change. A gap analysis is being conducted in Samoa, Kiribati 

and Vanuatu, focusing on identifying the main issues with  

respect to loss and damage in these countries.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

The Pacific guide to project proposal  

preparation for the Kyoto Protocol  

Adaptation Fund 

 
SPREP is happy to release the new publication "The Pacific 

Guide to Project Proposal Preparation for the Kyoto Protocol 

Adaptation Fund". This guide was developed as part of 

SPREP's efforts to assist member countries to access  

adaptation funding.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/climate-prediction-services-support-for-the-pacific
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/work-commences-on-pilot-project-to-assess-loss-and-damage-in-pacific-island-countries
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/new-publication-the-pacific-guide-to-project-proposal-preparation-for-the-kyoto-protocol-adaptation-fund
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Severe Tropical Cyclone Pam - Post Disaster 
Needs Assessment 

 
A rapid Post Disaster Needs Assessment has recently been  

Completed in Vanuatu, which will help in mobilising additional 

resources for recovery and reconstruction. Preliminary estimates 

place the total economic value of effects caused by Cyclone Pam 

in Vanuatu at nearly US$400 million or nearly 50% of Vanuatu's 

GDP.   
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

Youth as powerful mobilisers and a source of 
inspiration  

 
As the world prepares for the next round of negotiations for a new 

global climate agreement, it is in a conference room in New  

Caledonia that a 16 year old asks countries to remember they are 

negotiating more than words on a document. They are negotiating 

her future.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change educational resource launched 
in Samoa 

 
Over 100 primary and secondary, as well as  Education  

Lecturers  of the National University of Samoa and Special 

Education teachers in Samoa have been trained to implement a 

Climate Change Educational Resource since November last year. 
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/cyclone-pam-post-disaster-needs-assessmen
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/youth-as-powerful-mobilisers-and-a-source-of-inspiration-in-negotiations-at-oceania-21
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/climate-change-educational-resource-launched-in-samoa
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Palau’s Climate Change Policy to prepare the 
island nation for ‘unpredictability’   

 
The process to develop the Palau Climate Change Policy and 

Action Plan for climate and disaster resilient low  

emission development, is gaining momentum and  

overwhelming support after being tabled at two meetings  

in March 2015.  

 
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

Oceania 21 Roundtable in the wake of  

Cyclone Pam in the Pacific 
 

It has been over a month since the Cyclone Pam struck  

Vanuatu, with a wide reach that also lashed out at Kiribati,  

Solomon Islands and Tuvalu and while the recovery efforts are 

still underway, much more support is needed.  
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

Contractors in Palau trained in the installation 
of rainwater harvesting systems 

 
Addressing water security presents a huge challenge to Pacific 

small island states particularly in outer islands where many 

households rely on rainwater harvesting and water from  

underground wells that are often at risk of contamination from 

saltwater intrusion, poor sanitation, and other human activities. 

 
 

For the full article: Click here 

http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/new/8291-palaus-climate-change-policy
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/oceania-21-roundtable-in-the-wake-of-cyclone-pam-in-the-pacific
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/new/8290-gcca-palau-contractors-training


Samoa Journalism students strengthen  

understanding of climate change and disaster 

risk management 
 

Over 20 journalism students from the National University of 

Samoa spent the day learning about climate change and  

disaster risk management to strengthen their environment  

reporting skills. 

 
 

For the full article: Click here 

 

 

Protection agenda on cross border  

displacement 
 

The Nansen Initiative held a Consultative Committee meeting 

to discuss the initial draft of the Protection Agenda, addressing 

the needs of people displaced across borders in the context of 

natural disasters and the effects of climate change. Providing 

input into the draft Protection Agenda is now underway, should 

you wish to provide feedback you must do so by 10 July 2015. 
 

For the full article: Click here 

 
CALENDAR - MAY 2015 Activities  

 
Date 

 
Location 

  
Climate and Oceans Support Program in the Pacific Annual Planning Workshop 
and 6th Steering Committee Meeting 

  
  
04 – 06 May 

  
  
SPREP 

  
Data Buoy Cooperation Panel (DBCP) Pacific Is 1 – Capacity Building Workshop 

  
04 – 07 May 

  
Palau 

  
APCC Installation of ROKPI CLIPS Seasonal Climate Forecasting System 

  
05-06 May 

  
SPREP 

   
2nd Meeting of the Pacific Islands Climate Services Panel 

  
07 – 08 May 

  
SPREP 

  
 Pacific Climate Change Roundtable 

  
12 – 14 May 

  
Apia, Samoa 

  
 UNFCCC Preparatory Meeting for PICs 

  
15 May 

  
 SPREP 

  
Tonga Media CC and DRM Plan (PACMAS); FINPAC media and community train-
ing, CliPSCo in country support 

  
18 – 22 May 

  
 Tonga 

  
In Country Assistance – Tonga PACC Project 

  
18 – 27 May 

  
Tonga 

  
UNFCCC Subsidiary Meetings and Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban  
Platform for Action 

  
  
28 May – 12 June 

  
  
Germany 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/samoa-journalism-students-strengthen-understanding-of-climate-change-and-disaster-risk-management
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/protection-agenda-on-cross-border-displacement

