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With less than a week until the third United Nations Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) Conference, life on the SPREP campus is even busier than usual. I invite 
you to read more about SPREP’s involvement at this important event further on in 
this issue of SPREP-Tok. We will also be releasing a special SIDS-Tok newsletter 
on September 5 to fill you in on developments at the conference.

Earlier this week I was pleased to announce that the 2013 SPREP Annual Report 
is now available online. This vibrant report – available in both English and French 
– highlights our key activities from 2013 and demonstrates the scale and impact of 
our work across the region.

The Annual Report will be presented to the 25th SPREP Meeting in Majuro, 
Republic of the Marshall Islands and advance copies will also be made available at 
the SIDS Conference later this month. I invite you all to have a look and welcome 
any comments you may have. I look forward to catching up with many of our 
members and partners at these two upcoming events.

David Sheppard
Director General
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A monthly e-bulletin from the Secretariat of the 
Pacific Regional Environment Programme

Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands are part of a five-year multi-million dollar 
project to conserve dugongs and seagrass across the Indian and Pacific 
Ocean basins. This ambitious undertaking will be led by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) CMS Dugong MOU Secretariat and is funded 
by the Global Environment Facility. The programme will support 40 projects to 
support the conservation of dugongs and the seagrass ecosystems on which 
they depend. Read more...

FUNDING FOR PACIFIC DUGONG CONSERVATION ANNOUNCED

TRAINING FOR SMARTER USE OF THE SMARTMET SYSTEM
National meteorological services in five Pacific countries are soon to install a 
tool designed to improve weather forecasting services. The SmartMet system 
will help meteorological services to collate, view, analyse and interpret weather 
data and at the same time compose, edit, disseminate and archive weather 
forecasts in graphical and text formats. Representatives from Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Papua New Guinea and Fiji have recently undertaken training 
at SPREP to learn more about SmartMet and how to operate the system with 
confidence. Read more...

LATEST NEWS

(c) GBRMPA

https://www.sprep.org/general-news/sprep-launches-2013-annual-report
https://www.sprep.org/general-news/sprep-launches-2013-annual-report
https://www.sprep.org/biodiversity-ecosystems-management/funding-for-pacific-dugong-conservation-announced
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/training-for-smarter-use-of-the-smartmet-system


Access and Benefits Sharing (ABS) refers to the fair and equitable sharing of 
the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources. As the Pacific 
islands are home to a rich biodiversity, this issue is one that may have an 
impact on island communities. SPREP and the ABS Capacity Development 
Initiative have recently led a training programme to strengthen the ability of 
Pacific island countries and territories to implement the Nagoya Protocol at the 
national level. Read more...

PACIFIC BIODIVERSITY: ACCESSING AND SHARING THE BENEFITS

A groundbreaking draft report on current and projected greenhouse gas 
emission reductions in the Pacific region has been commended by a gathering 
of renewable energy experts at the Multipartite Review (MPR) for the Pacific 
Islands Greenhouse Gas Abatement through Renewable Energy Project 
(PIGGAREP). Preliminary results have indicated that by 2019, an estimated 
551,881 tons of carbon will have been avoided as a result of efforts to reduce 
the use of, and reliance on, fossil fuels in the Pacific region. Read more...

PACIFIC ON TRACK TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

The wealth of knowledge gathered over the past five years under the Pacific 
Adaptation to Climate Change (PACC) Project is now being shared through 
a range of newly launched resources. The regional project is the first major 
adaptation initiative covering three components including mainstreaming climate 
change, a demonstration project and the development and communication of 
knowledge products. Read more...

 

PACC: KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

The Pacific Media and Climate Change Toolkit is a new resource developed 
to help journalists in the region report on climate change and environmental 
issues. It consists of a series of factsheets and a training manual of activities to 
help newsrooms absorb the information and enhance their reporting on climate 
change and environment-related issues. Launched by SPREP with support 
from the Pacific-Australia Climate Change Science and Adaptation Planning 
(PACCSAP) programme, this toolkit was formed as part of SPREP’s Media 
Outreach activities. Read more...

PACIFIC MEDIA AND CLIMATE CHANGE TOOLKIT AVAILABLE NOW!

In the Pacific region alone, extreme weather already accounts for 76% of all 
disasters with 50% directly related to cyclones. A global campaign to improve 
weather and climate services for all small island developing states has been 
launched with the support of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
SPREP and Digicel Pacific. The Small Islands, Weather Together campaign 
aims to show how small island developing states can work together to improve 
their weather and climate services. Read more...

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN TO IMPROVE WEATHER AND CLIMATE SERVICES

Photo: C.Iacovino/SPREP
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https://www.sprep.org/biodiversity-ecosystems-management/pacific-biodiversity-accessing-and-sharing-the-benefits
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-region-on-track-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions-by-more-than-half-a-million-tons
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change-in-the-pacific-knowledge-is-power
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-media-and-climate-change-toolkit-available-now
https://www.sprep.org/climate-change/global-campaign-launched-to-improve-weather-and-climate-services-for-small-island-developing-states-sidss


LATEST NEWS

The whale shark (Rhincodon typus) is the largest fish on Earth. 
Whale sharks belong to the group of sharks, rays and skates that 
are known as Chondrichthyes – all of which have skeletons made 
of cartilage as opposed to bone. 

For those of us who grew up watching Jaws, the mere mention 
of the word ‘shark’ can elicit an adrenaline response. Whale 
sharks, however, pose no threat to people. They are harmless 
filter feeders that rely on their enormous mouths to strain the water 
of plankton and small fish through their gills, where the prey is 
trapped on long gill rakers. While this species is found in oceans 
all over the world, they sensibly exhibit a preference for warm 
tropical waters. Whale sharks have been reported throughout the 
region – most frequently coming close to the coastline during the 
spawning season for corals.

It is believed that whale sharks live for around 70-100 years 
and do not start to breed until they’re around 30 years of age. 
Like many other long-lived species this makes their populations 
particularly vulnerable to decline as it takes a long period of time 
to recover from even a relatively small population decrease. 
Currently, whale sharks are listed by the IUCN as ‘vulnerable’.

There are many threats to the survival of whale sharks including 
habitat loss, boat strikes and marine pollution. By far the biggest 
threat is the trade in whale shark meat and other body parts, such 
as fins, which are highly valued in some cultures. 

Since the advent of electronic and satellite tagging it has been 
discovered that whale sharks can migrate over massive distances, 
sometimes over a period of several years. In 2001, a 13,000 kilometre 
migration was recorded, which saw an individual whale shark travel 
all the way from Mexico to Tonga over a period of 37 months. 

As with other migratory species such as sea turtles and whales, 
the whale shark’s flagrant disregard of international boundaries 
and Exclusive Economic Zones poses a myriad of problems for 
those seeking to protect and conserve the species.

International agreements such as the Convention on Migratory 
Species (CMS) are crucial for protecting whale sharks and other 
migratory creatures that inhabit global waters. One of the items 
for discussion at the upcoming Conference of the Parties to the 
CMS will be the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on the 
Conservation of Migratory Sharks. 

FAST FACTS ABOUT WHALE SHARKS

• The distinctive spots around the gill 
area of the whale shark are thought to 
be unique to each individual – similar 
to human fingerprints. An algorithm 
originally developed by NASA to 
account for changes in the position 
of stars in the night sky has been 
modified to allow for each animal to be 
individually identified from a photograph 
of the area just behind their gill slits.

• While young whale sharks are 
vulnerable to attack from larger sharks, 
humans are the only known predator of 
the mature whale shark.

• The mouth of a mature whale shark 
reaches a width of approximately one 
metre.  

• The whale shark is one of only three 
shark species that are filter feeders. The 
other two are the basking shark and the 
megamouth shark. 

THE WHALE SHARK – GENTLE GIANT OF THE DEEP
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Nauru, Palau, Tuvalu and Vanuatu are 
currently the only four Pacific island countries 
that are signatories to this important MOU, 
which protects the whale shark and six 
others, under Annex 1. This listing means that 
no ‘taking’ of whale sharks is permitted unless 
a ‘special exemption’ is given. 

This coming November, at the Conference of 
the Parties to the CMS, it is hoped that more 
Pacific island countries will sign on to the 
MOU. SPREP has been promoting the MOU 
amongst member countries and will be co-
hosting a parallel event on shark conservation 
at the United Nations SIDS conference and 
the upcoming SPREP Meeting in the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands.

CREATURE FEATURE

Photos: Courtesy of Lill Haugen (www.lillhaugen.com)

https://www.sprep.org/biodiversity-ecosystems-management/pacific-islands-play-a-role-in-global-shark-conservation-efforts
https://www.sprep.org/biodiversity-ecosystems-management/pacific-islands-play-a-role-in-global-shark-conservation-efforts
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Our vision: The Pacific Environment, sustaining our livelihoods and natural 
heritage in harmony with our cultures.

IN FOCUS

As we finalise this issue of SPREP-Tok, we are reminded that 
we have just days to go before Samoa opens its doors to the 
first ever United Nations International Conference to be held in a 
Pacific island nation. 

At SPREP, we are abuzz with preparations for pre-conference 
events and to host our visitors from all over the planet. The 
SPREP Headquarters is one of the official venues for several 
parallel events covering issues on oceans, waste management, 
biodiversity and climate resilience. SPREP is also actively 
involved with the Government of Samoa in helping with 
addressing waste management issues related to this large 
conference. 

We will also have a side event at the main venue to launch the 
SIDS Sustainable Energy Partnership. The Partnership will 
draw together the work being carried out in the different SIDS 
regions to enable us to learn from each others’ experiences and 
research. The SIDS Sustainable Energy Partnership will serve to 
strengthen the implementation and coordination of SIDS DOCK, 
an initiative of the Alliance of Small Island Developing States 
(AOSIS). SIDS DOCK is a mechanism established to facilitate the 
development of a sustainable energy economy within the small 
island developing states. SIDS DOCK is referred to as a “docking 
station” to help connect the energy sector in SIDS with the global 
market for finance, sustainable energy technologies and carbon 
markets. The eventual aim of SIDS DOCK is to mobilise funds to 
catalyse low carbon economic growth. 

The SIDS Sustainable Energy Partnership will provide the 
necessary frameworks to ensure cohesive and coordinated 
activities under SIDS DOCK and commitment from all parties 
to the partnership. The side event, to be held on Wednesday 3 
September from 5pm (in Room CM4) at the Main Conference 
Venue, will be the culmination event of several related initiatives 
organised by the SIDS DOCK Secretariat, to present how 
SIDS DOCK will work for sustainable energy in SIDS and how 
development partners, funding institutions and expert agencies 
can support these efforts. 

SPREP TO LAUNCH RENEWABLE ENERGY PARTNERSHIP AT SIDS

COMING UP

1 – 4 September: UN Conference on SIDS (Samoa)
25 September: COP to the Noumea Convention (RMI)
26 September: COP to the Waigani Convention (RMI)
29 September: Pacific Environment Forum (RMI)

30 September – 2 October: SPREP Meeting of Officials (RMI)
6 – 14 October: CBD COP 12 (Korea)
4 – 9 November: CMS COP (Ecuador)
1 – 12 December: UNFCCC COP 20 (Peru)

The partnership will encompass SIDS regions efforts 
to work with the global Sustainable Energy for All 
initiative. Case studies from all three regions will 
be presented, as well as a special case study on 
sustainable sea transport.

The SIDS DOCK Support Program is a joint initiative 
of the UNDP and the World Bank, developed in 
close consultation with the Alliance of Small Island 
States and funded by the Government of Denmark.
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