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PO Box 240, Apia, Samoa  
E: sprep@sprep.org 
T: +685 21929 
F: +685 20231 
W: www.sprep.org 

The Pacific environment, sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our cultures. 

 

 

 

Update on Key Biodiversity Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

Background 

The Pacific Islands Countries are parties to a number of biodiversity related multi-lateral environmental 
agreements. SPREP currently assists with a number of these biodiversity focused international 
instruments including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Convention on Migratory Species 
(CMS), the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. 

SPREP supports the participation of Pacific countries that are parties to these agreements by providing a 
focal point for the sharing and dissemination of information, assisting with regional preparatory 
meetings and facilitating the building of capacity of Pacific participants to enable them to effectively 
participate in negotiations with other parties and implement commitment and actions required under 
these conventions. SPREP also provides advisory and technical support to promote and encourage 
accession to the MEAs. 

 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD): Preparations for the 11th Conference of the Parties to the 
CBD, 8-19 October, Hyderabad, India  

SPREP with funding from the EU-ACP MEA Capacity Building Project and in collaboration with the 
Secretariat of the CBD (SCBD) convened the Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Eleventh 
Conference of the Parties (Pre-COP11) to the CBD from the 10th – 13th August 2012 in Rotorua, New 
Zealand. 
 
The overall objective of the meeting was to provide a forum for the Pacific Island Countries that are 
parties to the CBD to identify and discuss key priority issues, possible positions and strategies to 
strengthen PICs participation and engagement at COP11. The “Pacific Voyage – One Pacific” was fully 
supported as the mechanism to coordinate and enhance Pacific engagement and participation at COP11. 
This mechanism was found to be very effective during COP10 in Nagoya in 2010 given the small numbers 
of PIC delegations attending COP meetings due to resource constraints.  
 

The preparatory meeting selected key priority issues for Pacific Island Countries to focus on at COP11 
and these were selected based on common and shared priorities identified from national priorities for 
COP11. These priority issues were further reviewed and discussed in detail at the meeting to formulate 

mailto:sprep@sprep.org�
http://www.sprep.org/�


2 
 

possible positions for PICs. The Pacific Brief for COP11 will be revised and updated to reflect the 
outcomes of the preparatory meeting. Other issues of interest to individual countries will be pursued as 
national priorities. SPREP and regional partners will provide advisory and technical support to PICs at 
COP11. 

Main COP11 issues for PICs 

√ Agenda Item 3 on The Implementation of the Strategic Plan 20122-2020 and progress towards 
the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

√ Agenda Item 4 on Financial Resources and Financial Mechanism 
√ Agenda Item 8 on the Review of the Programme of Work on Island Biodiversity 
√ Agenda Item 9 on Ecosystem Restoration 
√ Agenda Item 10 on Marine and coastal biodiversity 
√ Agenda Item 11 on Biodiversity and climate change 
√ Agenda Item 12 on Biodiversity and development 
√ Agenda Item 13 on Other substantive matters focusing on Protected Areas and Invasive Alien 

Species 

Key Follow up Actions: PICs 

• Continue in-country consultations and prepare national briefs for Country Delegations to COP11 
• Use the SPREP list serve to facilitate communication and discussions in the lead up and during 

COP11 
• Identified leads for the selected Agenda Items (refer Table 1) to lead the discussions prior and 

during COP11 
• Country participants to follow up on COP11 nominations and identify alternative sources of 

funding to support participation 

Key Follow up Actions: SPREP 

• Share outcomes of the preparatory meeting with countries that did not attend and solicit 
feedback on Agenda Items that they would be interested in leading. 

• Compile outcomes of the preparatory meeting into a Brief for the Pacific and circulate for 
comments 

• Liaise with other regional partners and organizations and through the Round Table mechanism 
on input to the Pacific Brief 

• Liaise with CARICOM on ways to strengthen cooperation and collaboration at COP11 
  

For more information on CBD COP11 contact: 
Ms. Easter Galuvao 
Biodiversity Adviser 

P.O Box 240 
Telephone: +685 21929 ext 265 

Email: easterg@sprep.org 
SPREP 

SAMOA 
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Ramsar Convention on Wetlands: Regional preparations for the 11th Conference of the Contracting 
Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, 6-13 July Bucharest, Romania. 

There are currently 5 Pacific Island Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (Fiji, 
Marshall Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea and Samoa). Kiribati, Tonga and Vanuatu are in the process 
of joining. 

SPREP and the Ramsar Convention Secretariat co-organized and convened The 5th Oceania Regional 
Meeting for Ramsar COP11. The meeting was hosted by the Government of Palau and was held at the 
Pacific International Coral Reef Centre in Koror, Palau from 26th to 30th March 2012. Funding assistance 
for the meeting was provided by the Governments of Australia and France with additional support 
provided through the EU-ACP MEA capacity building project. 

The objectives of the 5th Oceania Regional Ramsar Meeting were: 

• To discuss and share experiences on issues, priorities and challenges currently faced 
by the Ramsar Contracting Parties in Oceania concerning the conservation of their 
wetlands. 

• To gauge the progress of the national, regional and global implementation of the 
Ramsar Convention since the last COP (COP10) in 2008. 

• To take stock of current progress of implementation of the Regional Wetlands Action 
Plan for the Pacific Islands (2011-2013) and prioritise actions for further 
implementation. 

• To consider the draft resolutions that will be presented at Ramsar COP11 and formulate 
regional positions on these. 

• To enable Oceania Ramsar Contracting Parties to participate meaningfully at the 
Ramsar COP and ensure that their issues are voiced. 

• To identify new Oceania representatives to the Ramsar STRP and Ramsar Standing 
Committee. 

Contracting Parties represented included Australia, Fiji, Marshall Islands, New Caledonia, (France), New 
Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea and Samoa, while Kiribati, Tonga and Vanuatu attended as non-party 
observers. The Ramsar Convention’s International Organization Partners were represented by the IUCN 
Oceania Regional Office and BirdLife Pacific. Observers from The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Micronesia 
Challenge, JICA Palau Office/PICRC, Palau Conservation Society, Lake Ngardok Nature Reserve Board, 
and the Palau Protected Areas Network (Palau PAN) participated in the meeting.  

 
The main outcomes of this meeting are contained in the meeting summary (attached) 

 
The 11th Conference of the Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, 6-13 July 
Bucharest, Romania. 

 
The 11th Meeting of the Conference of the contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
(Ramsar COP11), was convened from 6th-13th July 2012 in Bucharest, Romania. The objective of SPREPs 
participation was to provide assistance to the Oceania Ramsar Contracting Parties that attended the 
COP (Fiji, Marshall Islands, Palau, and Samoa). 
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Key outcomes of Ramsar COP11: 
 
• On the issue of whether Ramsar should stay with IUCN or be administered by UNEP, Contracting 

Parties agreed after much deliberation that the Ramsar Secretariat will continue to be hosted by 
IUCN 

• A Pacific side event showcasing successful wetland-related case studies from our region was 
successfully convened with a good turnout from COP11 delegates. 

• An exhibition booth to raise awareness of the Oceania region was successfully operated during 
the COP. The booth was frequently visited by COP11 delegates and most of the SPREP 
awareness materials as well as others (posters, brochures, factsheets, publications) were taken. 

• Fiji was approved as the next regional representative on the Ramsar Standing Committee. Palau 
was approved as the alternate representative for the region on this committee. 

• A proposal for a 2% annual budgetary increase for the Ramsar Secretariat over 2013-2015 was 
not approved by Contracting Parties. Secretariat salaries are therefore frozen at 2012 levels 
dues to the current global economic situation. 

• Resolutions on Tourism, Climate Change, Energy, Health, Public and private investment, 
avoiding and compensating for wetland loss were approved. 

• A new and user friendly template for the Ramsar Information Sheet was approved. The new 
format will have a major positive impact on the way the Convention conducts its business. 

• An informal meeting was convened with Pacific Island delegates and comments/input provided 
on the draft new Ramsar-SPREP Memorandum of Cooperation for the period 2013-2015. 

 
Next steps: 
 

• Assist Fiji with preparations for the 46th Ramsar Standing Committee meeting scheduled for 
early 2013 

• Finalise the new Ramsar-SPREP Memorandum of Cooperation and arrange for signature by the 
end of 2012 

• Continue to provide assistance to Kiribati, Tonga and Vanuatu to complete their preparations for 
joining the Ramsar Convention 

• Continue working with PICTs and regional partners to implement the Regional Wetlands Action 
Plan for the Pacific Islands as the main mechanism for delivering on wetland targets in both the 
SPREP and Ramsar Strategic Plans. 

 
 

For more information on the Ramsar Convention contact: 
Mr. Vainuupo Jungblut 
Ramsar Officer Oceania 

P.O Box 240 
Telephone: +685 66282 

Email: vainuupoj@sprep.org  
SPREP 

SAMOA 
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Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) 

Background 
The CMS, or Bonn Convention, is an intergovernmental treaty concluded under the aegis of UNEP with 
the key aim of conserving terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species throughout their range. It 
came into effect on the 1st November, 1983, and to date, has 117 Parties from Africa, Central and South 
America, Asia, Europe and Oceania. The five SPREP member Parties are Australia, Cook Islands, New 
Zealand, Palau and Samoa.  
 
The mechanisms available through the CMS for the conservation and management of migratory species 
include Appendix listings (I and II), Agreements, Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) and associated 
Action Plans. There are currently three MoUs of particular relevance to SPREP member countries for 
which signatory status information is reflected in Table 2: 
   
Update of activities implemented under the CMS / SPREP Memorandum of Cooperation (2012) 
This Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) was signed by both Secretariats in 2005 in acknowledging  
inter alia that both organizations pursue common goals in the conservation of ecosystems and the 
protection of migrating species, which can only be successfully met by enhanced and concerted actions 
on different levels and between all sectors. 
 
Thus, some key highlights include: 
• the recruitment of a full time CMS Pacific Officer at SPREP for a year; 
• the integration of CMS priorities into the SPREP (2013 - 2017) Species Action Plans for whales / 

dolphins; marine turtles and dugongs; 
• the engagement of Parties in the development of CMS Family Handbook and Strategic Plan; 
• supporting efforts by Fiji and Tonga to progress on accession to the Convention; 
• supporting efforts by Samoa and Vanuatu to explore implications of signing the CMS Shark MoU; 
• supporting efforts to integrate threatened and migratory species into SPREP members NBSAPs 

during the current review period; 
• the delivery of the Third Meeting of the Signatories to the Pacific Cetaceans MoU (8 September, 

2012). 
 

Next steps: 
• Secure funding for the CMS Pacific Officer post for beyond 2012 / 2013; 
• Continued delivery on SPREP strategic plan target 2.1.1.2 (By 2015, at least four additional PIC 

members have joined the CMS or its relevant Memoranda of Understanding); 
• Strengthen CMS engagement, through SPREP, in biodiversity MEA streamlining efforts as support to 

country implementation efforts.  
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Table 2: Status of signatory 

SPREP Members 
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Pacific Cetacean MoU 
signed 15.9.06 15.9.06 15.9.06 15.9.06 15.9.06  15.9.06 15.9.06  6.3.07 15.9.06 6.3.07 9.9.10 9.9.10 29.7.09  15.9.06 

Dugong MoU signed 31.10.07 NRS NRS NRS 31.10.07  NRS NRS 4.10.10 10.9.10 NRS 9.9.10 NRS NRS NRS  4.9.10 

Shark MoU signed 4.2.11     9.9.10   12.2.10     9.9.10  12.2.10  

*Pitcairn is currently pursuing SPREP membership. 
*NRS: Non Range State 
 
 

For more information on CMS contact 

Ms. Penina Solomona 
CMS Pacific Officer 

P.O Box 240 
Telephone: +685 21929 

Email: peninas@sprep.org  
SPREP 

SAMOA 
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Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 

Introduction 

Ten of the 18 SPREP Member countries are parties to CITES. Three of the ten Member countries also 
have a total of 7 territories in the region which are also members of SPREP. Thus effectively, 17 of the 25 
SPREP Member countries and territories are parties to or are associated with CITES. This reflects the 
importance of CITES to SPREP and to the Pacific Islands region. 

SPREP’s Strategic Plan 2011-2015 includes addressing the “effective regional coordination of, and 
support for, threatened and migratory species management and conservation”. One of the five goals of 
the strategy specifically addresses collaboration with CITES and requests non-party Pacific Island 
Countries to join CITES and begin implementing wildlife protection legislation.  

SPREP operates a regional marine species programme that focuses on three groups of marine species of 
conservation concern: dugongs, marine turtles and cetaceans (whales and dolphins). All species are 
listed on Appendix Ii and Appendix IIii of CITESiii

The SPREP regional marine species action plans

. 

iv

• Develop and implement monitoring, evaluation and reporting mechanisms by incorporating 
information from Action Plans reports into other national reporting mechanisms, where possible 
and appropriate (e.g. Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD), Convention on Migratory Species 
(CMS), United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), CITES, United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD); 

 also mention CITES (and other global conventions), 
including under the section on Implementation and Coordination: 

• Continue to foster collaboration with the CMS and CITES Secretariats as well as other relevant 
species conventions and Multilateral Environmental Agreements. 

Actions under other themes of the regional marine species action plans promote CITES requirements 
and capacity building to implement CITES and CBD. 

Collaboration between SPREP and CITES 

SPREP has been participating in and supporting CITES activitiesv

Next steps 

 in the Pacific region for many years. The 
most recent example is the workshop, Strengthening Implementation Capacity to Ensure Sustainable 
Wildlife Management and Non-detrimental Trade, held in Nadi, Fiji, 5-7 March 2012. The workshop was 
attended by more than 30 representatives from CITES parties in the region, non-party countries, 
territories and organizations, in the Pacific Islands region. 

SPREP will continue to promote CITES so that non-party Pacific Island Countries join, implement wildlife 
protection legislation, receive training and develop model laws. One of the targets in the SPREP Strategic 
Plan is to also work with CITES in developing a model management plan for corals, dolphins, and other 
marine species. 
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One of the major current endeavours is to establish a Pacific Islands regional presence for CITES, based 
at SPREP. This will strengthen the implementation of CITES in the Pacific Islands region and provide 
assistance to small island State Parties. Similar arrangements have been made with other conventions. 
For example, in 2011, the Secretariat of the CMS established a regional presence at SPREP with the 
recruitment of a CMS Pacific Officer. 

 

For more information on CITES contact 

Mr. Lui Bell 
Marine Species Adviser 

P.O Box 240 
Telephone: +685 21929 
Email: luib@sprep.org 

SPREP 
SAMOA 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i includes species threatened with extinction. Trade in specimens of these species is permitted only in exceptional circumstances. 
ii includes species not necessarily threatened with extinction, but in which trade must be controlled in order to avoid utilization incompatible with 
their survival. 
iiiConvention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Signed at Washington, D.C., on 3 March 1973 Amended at 
Bonn, on 22 June 1979. 
ivSPREP, 2007. Pacific Islands Regional Marine Species Programme 2008-2012 - Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2007. SPREP, 2012. Pacific Islands Regional 
Marine Species Programme 2013-2017 (draft) - Apia, Samoa: SPREP, 2012. 

vOceania meetings and workshops, e.g the CITES Oceania Region Capacity Building Workshop/Meeting, Brisbane, May 2006 and subsequent 
workshops/meetings; CITES awareness at the Sub-Regional Marine Ornamentals Trade Workshop: Policies and Management to Support Wild 
Capture and Aquaculture’ workshop. Noumea, New Caledonia, December 2009; Regional Workshop on the Management of Sustainable 
Fisheries for Giant Clams (Tridacnidae) and CITES Capacity Building, Nadi, Fiji, August 2009; A Non-detrimental Findings Training Workshop 
for competent Pacific authorities (scientific and management authorities), Solomon Islands, May 2010; and CITES Prevention of Illegal Wildlife 
Trade Training – Oceania, Internal Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) – New Zealand/Wildlife Enforcement Group (WEG), Samoa, May, 2010. 
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