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•  the	world’s	na5ons	are	commiBed	to	marine	
mammal	conserva5on	through	interna5onal,	
regional	and	na5onal	legisla5on;	

•  marine	mammals	are	also	very	popular	with	
the	public,	and	their	wellbeing	is	a	widespread	
human	aspira5on.	

The	impera5ve		
of	conserving	marine	mammals	



yet,	conserva5on	efforts	oIen	falter	
because	the	wellbeing	of	marine	mammals	
is	jeopardised	by	human	ac5vi5es	at	sea	

Ø Impacts	include	direct	killing,	bycatch,	prey	
deple5on,	ship-strikes,	increasing	noise,	
pollu5on,	habitat	degrada5on,	and	
ecosystem	effects	caused	by	global	
warming;	

Ø 25%	of	129	marine	mammal	species	have	
IUCN	Red	List	threatened	status.	



Sufficiently	detailed	knowledge	of	
marine	mammal	habitat	is	scarce	

In	the	effort	by	decision-makers	of	complying	with	
marine	mammal	conserva5on	legisla5on,	and	of	
addressing	the	aspira5on	of	their	cons5tuencies,		

a	clear	understanding	of	the	geographic	loca2on	and	
extent	of	important	marine	mammal	habitats	is	
strongly	needed,		

e.g.,	in	the	designa5on	of	Marine	Mammal	Protected	
Areas,	or	in	the	implementa5on	of	Marine	Spa5al	
Planning	processes.	



coastalscience.noaa.gov	

Marine	Spa5al	Planning	





	Task	Force	Objec2ves:	
	

•  Facilitate	collabora2on	in	our		
								community	of	prac5ce	

•  Enhance	opportuni2es	for	coopera5on		
								and	communica5on	

•  Assist	in	achieving	MPA	targets	and		
							agreements	

•  Bolster	capacity	with	new	conserva5on		
								tools	

www.marinemammalhabitat.org		

launched	in	October	2013	



IBAs	use	agreed	criteria	to	iden5fy	important	areas	that	
conserva5on	groups	and	researchers	think	are	important	for	bird	
protec5on	(%s	of	world	popula5on,	etc.).	

Considering	BirdLife	approach:	
Important	Bird	and	Biodiversity	Areas	

(IBAs)	

Key	to	IBA	success		
is	that	areas	are	
selected	and	backed		
up	by	1000+	bird		
scien5sts	and	millions	
of	birdwatchers	plus	
many	NGOs	and	
research	staff.		





Interna5onal	Coopera5on	

Ø Conven5on	on	Migratory	
Species	

Ø Ecologically	or	Biologically	
Significant	Areas	



Criteria	for	IMMA	Iden5fica5on		

Criterion	A	-	Species	or	Popula5on	Vulnerability	
		

Criterion	B	-	Distribu5on	and	Abundance		
	Sub-criterion	Bi	-	Small	and	Resident	PopulaDons	
	Sub-criterion	Bii	-	AggregaDons	

		

Criterion	C	-	Key	Life-cycle	Ac5vi5es	 		
	Sub-criterion	Ci	-	ReproducDve	Areas	
	Sub-criterion	Cii	-	Feeding	Areas		
	Sub-criterion	Ciii	-	MigraDon	Areas	

	

Criterion	D	-	Special	ABributes 		
	Sub-criterion	Di	-	DisDncDveness	
	Sub-criterion	Dii	-	Diversity		

		
	 		



Process	for	IMMA	Iden5fica5on		

Data Collec5on	 New	Analyses	 Advocacy	



2016	–	2021	Programme	of	Work	





candidate	IMMA	(cIMMA)		

Area	of	Interest	(AoI)		



www.marinemammalhabitat.org		
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